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DEPARTHENT OF STATE

- Memorandum

To: L/UNA = Mp. wan Heuven
I/E = Mr. Duvall
= Hre., Liocoln
FE » Miss MoMutt
NA » Mr, Little /
INTERIOR - Mr. Yeomans
RAVY « Commander Miller
Froms ODA - Nicholas Feld ,’3 ;,7

Subject: War Demape Claims in the Trust Territo

June 9, 1959.

“Yslands

ry of the Pacific

As a followeup to our meeting of June |, there is attached 2
copy of a Reuters release from Tokyo, dated May 23, concerning
Japanese responsibility for war damage claims in the Trust Terri-

tory of the Pucific Izlandg.

You may wish to consider the text of this release, tranamitted
to us by USUN befors the next meeting on Juns 15, 1959.

Attachments

May 23rd Reuters Release
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#TOKYO, May 23 (Remem)

"The Japanese Foreign Ministry ssid today Japan might have a
"Moral Obligatlion® but ne legal obligatlon %o meet claims for wartinme
losses by the inhabitants of Pacific Islaneda formerly adninistered
by J’apan. A

"The Forelgn Minlsiry was commenting on a report submitted this
woek to the Unilted Natlions Economic and Social Counmeil (ECOSOC) by a #
United Kations Misslon on' th@éﬁwgu S.~adninistered Pacific Islands
Trust Territory.

"The Misslon®s report said the matier of claims by the mlmd@w
for losses suffered duwring World Wer IT was still unsstiled and re-
quired urgent comideration

"The Forelgn Minlsiry said financiél claims by the Islanders
under Article L of the San Francisco Peace Treaty would be cancelled
out by asgets laft behind by the Japanese.

. “Corgerning poesible claims wnder Artlcle 1k of the Treaty (cover-
ing damege and loss) the Islanders at the time had the some status
as the Japancee themsslves during the War and therefore would have no
legal claim for reparation, ’ehe Ministry said f

% Notés The Report was, in fact, submitted to the Trusteeship Council,




