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TWELFTH SAIPAN LEGISLATURE
SATPAN, H. I.

February 23, 1960

Conference between the Legislature and his Excellency D. He
Nucker, High Commissioner of the Trust Territory and Rear Admiral
W, Fo A, Wendt, and representatives of the U, 8. Naval Administering
Authority of the Saipan District,

SPEAKER:

ADMIRAL:

8:30 A. M.

The house wlll now come to order, Before goling over our
discussion, I would like to take this apportunity in
introducing the members of the Twelfth Salpan Legislaturs.
our Mayor, and members of the District Commissloners.

From the left hand cormer is the Honorables Ellas P,
Sablen, Francisco S. Pangelinan, Antonlo 8. Palaclos,
Felipe Ruak, the Mayor of Tinlan--Mr, Antonio Borja,
Leon T, Camacho, Antonio A, Diaz, Juan B, Blanco,
Vicente D, Sablan, Gabriecl F, Borja, and the Honorable
William S, Reyes,

Behind me is the Honorable Ignacio V., Benavente, Mayor

of Saipen., Next, the District Commissioners == Nr, Jose
Magofna of Tsnapag District, Mr. Gregorio Camacho of

San Roque District, Mr, Mariano Aquino of Susupe District
Mr, Antonio Regolofol of District No. 4, Mr, Tomas

P, Sablan of San Antonio District, Mr. Isidro S, Tudela
of Chalan Kanoa District No, 2, and Mr. Crispin Se Cruz
of Oleai District,

At this time may I extend on behalf of the Legislature
and the people of Saipan our sincere welcome to His
Excellency Mr, High Commissioner, Admiral Wendb, and
official Parties, and I sincerely hope that our neeting
this morning would serve satlsfactory #o Fambovrer
purpose their visit to Sailpan may be, As I anderstand
that some of our visitors this morning will return to
Guam after this conference, therefore, I urged all of you
ny fellow congressmen to express your vliews and commends
as much brief as possible., And now I will turn over the
floor to Adniral Wendb.

Mr, Speaker, Mr. Nucker, merbers of the Leglslature,
Ladies and Gentlenmen, Ks you know I have sald before
that I will be back soon, and I am glad that I can keep
up with my word, I am particularly pleased of haring
the opportunity of bringing with me such friends of
Saipan as his Bxcellency, High Comuissioner Nucker, as
you probably know shortly will leave to make preports on
the Trust Territory before the United Nations. And old
friends of Saipan Captain Findley and Commander Law,

T think 1t 1s best to let the High Commissioner Mr.
Nucker, and the various péople here explaln the purpose
of this meeting. Howéver, I would like to say this, that
I am happy to be here, again, and that I am happy bto be
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SPEAKER:

MR. NUCKER:

Our next speaker 1s his Excellency the High Commis-
sioner.

I am pleased to be able to come to Salpan throuvgh
the kind offer of Admiral Wendt, Last year when I
was here, I was in the company of the United Nations
Trusteeship Council Visiting Misslon., They visited
Sailpan after having visited all the other districts
in the Trust Territory. And most recently Salpan

was also visited by a Unlted States Congressional
Committee under the Chairmanship of Congressman
Aspinall., You were also visited by a group of
Leglslators from Guam, and had quiba a gesalon wish
these gentlemen. The reason Ive mentioned these three
groups of visitors is that I know, that as a result,
there has been many thoughts has been glven as to
the fubture of Saipan would be, Those thoughts range
from the possibility of Saipan coming into the Inter!
Administration; other possiblllty, Saipan beconing &
part of Guam, and also to the fact that many of yov.
hoped Saipan remain wnder the Navy, I have personaii’”
heard many rumors, rumors not found in facts, rumor:
which will originate from someone'!s lmaglnationa 1
also know that there has been petitions send to the
United Nations from Saipan, Knowing these things i
wanted to talk to the Legislators to tell them what
should have been the facts, rather than the rumors.
Just a little over months ago, about January 15th

to be exact, I was in Washington; and while in
Washington, had some time with the Secretary of the
Interior and members of his Staff, Also had discussilor
with the officials in vhe Pentagon concerning Saipan.
Much toughts and much discussions has benn given to
the problems of Saipan becomlng Interior Tpust
Territory, As you people know, the Trusteeship Coun~
cil has recommended that Saipan be transfered back
to the Interior. Since the United States administered
the Trust Territory under a Trusteeshlp Agreenment,
the United States then must give credit to, and ~
study the recommendations made by the Trusteeshlp
Council. We do not necessarily have %o do what they
recomnends, But we must study and see what could be
done in regards to thelr recommendation, It 1is because
the move has been recommended by the Trusteeshlp
Council a number of times, the Department of the
Tnterior and the Department of Navy has been o
thoroughly discussing the problen. I want the people
of Saipan to lkmow two things, One, neither the
Department of the Navy nor the Department of the
Interior want to take an action which would be
injurious to the Salpanese, And two, that the
Department of the Navy and the Department of the
Interior are discussing thege problems in a very
friendly atmosphere and has no quarrel each wibth

the other. I am very pleased to be able to be with
you today, to tell you iu a very direcct fashlon that
there has been no dicision, absolutely no dicision,
ag to any change or transfer, and to assure you, and
I hope vou will believe this, that if and_whenL%here

-
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MR. NUCKER cont'd: You will not have to based as information on
rumorss One; there has becen no dicison, Two, LF
there 18 a dicislion you, #ill be told immedlately,
and three, there is im my opinion, there is no
disicion in sight or ih immedizte future., The primary
reason that I want to come, to Sailpan is that in
April,I must appear béfore the Trusteeship Councll,

again, given our reports on varlous things of the

Tpust Territory. I likec bto see each of our District

before goiﬁg‘ﬂ@;ﬂoﬂ York to report, Today,
1t gives me an opportunity to drlve around the

Island to see things in: general and ask questlons in

particuler of your people here gso that I may thorough

represent Saipan when I report:¥o the Trusteeshlp

Council, I thank yous (applause)

SPEAKER: Our next speaker is Captain Finﬁieya

CAPTAIN FINDLEY: Mr, Speaker, members of the L@g%siatureg Moyor
Benavente, L%QES ar.d Gentlemens i i glad to be back,
As Admira mon Hold you he ﬂiii‘feturn here durinz
his previous visit to Salpanj 1 {ﬁéi& tho sane %ing,
___—0nly 1t was four years agog mich too long of time,
7 I hope I'll do bebter ngxt time, Admiral Wendb, and
werkt the High Commissioner #ill feturn back to Guam thils
#T afternoon., Cdrs Carey, Cotimander Law and myself,
will remain in your Island until the laber part of
the week. I'm Looking forward with great deal of
pleasure of meeting famillar face and many familiar
spots (applause)

SPEAKER At this time I will give the floor to members of
the Legislature, and again, may I say thls that I
do Hope that you express your V1ews and commends {ﬁ ,}L@wggAyﬁ,
as MibH bHlef as possible instead of prolonglng At ﬁ"*'Q%ﬁr
Hotiobeble Elias Sablan?

. ‘ { !
E. BABLAN{ No commends, '
MR. PANGELINAN! No stabement Mr, Speaker.

A. PALACIOS: I have no commends at this time Mry Speaker, bub
I would like to express my sincere appreclation for
the presence of these gentlemen here todaye

RUAK: No commend Mr, Speakers
CAMACHO: No commend.
A. DIAZ: Welcome to Saipan your Excellency Hlgh Commissioner,

Admiral Wendt, Captain Findley, and Commander Law,

T would like to make a commend in regards to the

High Commissloners renark. I sincerely hope and hereby
memorialize you gentlemen bto asslst as accomplish
public wish and sentiment, And that is by Marlanas
Unification. Thé situation at the present on Salpan
is getting worse, and I don't attempt or to imply

that the Navy 1s at fault. The administration of the
Mo - Qodnon ta excellent and warrants recognition.



DIAZ conttat

Marisnas Unification is what the people here wants,

and it 1s supported by plural majority. The people

gﬁiSaipan and Guam are the same people, same every-
1ing s

Mr. Diaz, due to lack of time, please conflne your discussion
a8 much brief as possible.

Mr. Speaker, I am trying to express my point of view,
And furbher, if I may, I want to emphagize that a
military unit 1s not equlpt to run ¢ivil population
and civil function, I thank you.

CAPTAIN FINDLEY: Mr. Speaker, may I sald this in regards to Be~

SPEAKER:

MR. NUCKER.

Integration matter, Perhaps most of you gentlemen
knows that I am at the present statlioned at the
Pentigon in the Offlce of the Chief of Naval Operatlons
All letters, correspondence, petltions, generated
here on Saipan will go to CorNavMarianas Admiral
Wendt, then 1t goes to the Commander-in~Chlef
Pacific Fleet, and finally to my office in Washington .
I can assure you gentlemen that 41l matters, and
certainly most important matters, such as the matter
of re-integration with Guam are on the study of a
possible transfer o the Department of the Interior
as has been outlined carefully by High Commlssioner
Nucker that it will recelve an utmost careful study
before any action is Vo be taken., And you people
here on Salpan will be apprise and learn of the out-
come that has been made in Washington fmmediatelye

Mr, ngthommissioner@

I eimply would like to say bhat I expect to be ask.d
questions by the Trusteeship Council in regards ‘o
acblons taken by thils Leglslative Body and the Guam
Leglslature concerning re-integration. I want to say
this that I am not against or for reintegration other
then to talk aboubt any ldea that may come forward,
that any such change must come about as a result of
study over a number of powers. It can not be enber-
tained mimply because some people wanted or SONG
people becomes emotional about it. There must be a
gtudy o it, Such practicle matters must be thought
through, such as the financing, who 18 responsible to
what. Tne relationshlp betwecen thé peoples concerned
such as the Guamanian and Saipanese, the degree of
representation of Salpan and Guam, considersble
congiderations must be glven to the aktitude of
other countries of the world, The United States does
not want to be lmown as the colonial power, a
country going out grabing 1and, There are meny nany
theory of important factors which must thoroughly
discussed., No country takes action simply because
few people wants or desire something, or becomes
emotional about it, I will repeab, T am not expressing
an opinion for or against reintegrabtilon. I am only
pointing out problems, I mean only to say that our
new States took the Congress of the United Statess
many many years bvefore decldlng or making a diclsion
in regards to accepting them as members of the Uniono.
So just to let you know that the Congress of the
United States and the government of the United States
will not act over night just for Salpan when 1t took
so long to decide for Statehood Alaska and Hawall.

It is an involved matters, 1U vakes & lot of tlme.
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ADMIRAL WENDT: I just want to say this, if I may, that in regards

SPEAKER

F. PALACIOS:

SPEAKER:

BLANCO:

SPEAKER:

V.D. SABLAN:

to your economic situation is a matter that
concerns me, I want to make sure that you reallzed
that I will do my best to help you. Bub one word

of caution that you must also start and begln and
continue to help yourself, By doing both together,
we can increase your enocomyo

Mr, F, T, Palaclos?

Mr, Speaker, I came late due to medical reason, 8O
I would like to pass on this opprtunity to my other
colleagues,

Hon. Blanco?

First of all, I would like to express my sincere
weldome to his Excellency Mr, Nucker, Admiral Wend’,
Captain Findley,/ Commander Lawj Mr, épivey and
Commander Chriey, I am most anxious to learn the
mission or the purpose of your visit to olr Island,
However, through NMr, Nucker's explanation, I am
indded very pleased bo know that no diclslon Bs yeu
has been made, Now) in regards to the relntegratic
of Saipan and Guam, I amfprohréintegrat onist for
the reasons that we are Klngmen and two, because

we (salpanese) have been shifting alleglance from
one flag to the other, hence, we, do not have a
future. I want to see that Saipan will remaln under
American jurisdiction, bechuse our children are
accustomed to it and we pride ogurdelf all Amerlcans,
However, I realized that all these taked time and
may I say this that I prefer %¢ teec the Naval
Administration remain here wntil stch time when the
Marisnas Reintegration took plabes Thank you.

Ivlro vo Do Sablan?

It has been in my thoughts and for gome time I have
made studies in connection with reintegfation and
the matter of changing the administrationi of Salpan
from the military unit to a clvillan agency. Upon
the recent vislt by Admiral Wendt to Salpan,; 1 was
rather surprised about the subject belng discuss

in regards to the transfer of Adninistration here on
Satpan, Very much reciprocated by the remarks of
Mr. Nucker that rumors originated from one person
and btransmitted to the other person, This I do not
know which person generabed sush rumors, Personally,
T am conform 50 The poinb tnat administrabtlon of
ciwillan popitiaticn Wwill mou aiwars be done by &a
mil4sary wisi, ani sooner or later, it will be turn
over bto a ficilian ageacy of the Governmenb, But
the point is I am rabther frusirated to Uhe fact thab
you dignitary genvlemen come %O Sajpan juss to
advice us in regards Vo the hransfer of adminisbratior
as alleged through mumors. The Navai Mministration
of Saipar. is excellent and eucouraging Go our needs
and our prohlemns . L5
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ViDi SABLAN cont#dt During one ocassion, Salpan was administered

SPEAKER:

ALDAN:

SPEAKER ¢
G. BORJA:
SPEAKER:

REYES:

SPEAKER:

M, SABLANZ

by the Department of the Interior and much of our
problems wgre not solutdioned because their time here
were short, I am in éonfirmitive with NMr. Nucker's
statement, that all these matters required much
thought and study, hence, public wish and senbtiment
&re the nrerequisite factors of public representation.
I am representatihg the people of Salpan, The people
here informed that they want the Navy to remaln
as our administrator. I thank you. (applause)

Yes, Mr., Aldan:

. B oy
I am rather surprised to hear the éubject reinte~
gration beilng discussed today &nd I am certain that
this matter will not come possible for many many
more decades., I am agreeable with Mr. Nuckerts
remark that the origination of all these were due
to emotional and without proper study on the subjec:
matter, The plebiscite conducted im the past
(ElLeventh Legislature) in regards to refntegration,
the people here indicate thelr desires by majorlty
to unify with Guam, however, I am confident Yhat
should amother pleblscite be conducted on Saipan,
90 per cent of the people of Salpan wlll oppose
the reintegration, 1 thank youe.

Mr. G, Borja?
No commend,
Mr., RBeyes?

Mr, Speaker, your Excellency MNr, High Commissioner,
Admiral Wend and Captain Findley., I just want to
say that I have much faith in the United States
Government and that thank you for your very encour-
aging remarks, I know that the U, S, Governmnent as
Mr, Nucker pointed out will not do anything that 1s
dgtrimental to the people of Salpan,

M. Sablan?

My humble appreciation for your presence here today.
Now, relative to the relntegration or the uwnification
of Saipan and Guam whereby a pleblsclte was

conducted by the past Leglsliature #s poor and rather
inequity, This mabter wasg d4scussed among the
legislators here and as a result :t was pointed oub
that arnother piebiscite should bw condooised, Changling
of administrabtion from one agency to the other 1is

no% an easy things to do, This is very complicate
matter and should not be based on emobional point

of view, Our legislature is governed by a parlia-
mentary procedure and the move bo inttiate another
plebiscite was defeated. As I am representing the
people of Saipan may i say this that those who

favors before the changing of administration of
Sailpan are now peversed and favors t9 see that the

L P UL TR Y o N BV N



Reproduced from the Unclassified / Dectassified Holdings of the National Archives

M. SABLAN cont'd: The Navy on Saipan 1s doin% ahd .excellent Job

SPEAKER

DR, PALACIOS:

MR. NUCKIR:

DR, PALACIOS:

MAYOR

for our people and our Island. sincerely want and do
hope that they remain here as lorg as they wishoe
I thank youe

Dr. Palacios?

Before I'1l nroceed with my commends and opinioné; I
would like to clarify further the purpode of this
mission or conference. Ls this meeting today is a
subject of the future Marisnas Relntegration, or is
it the changing of Naval Administration to the other
agency of the government? ;

I might answer that., Before you came in I sald t?at
there has been no dicision made imminent or immediate -
in regards to the change of administration. I‘sai

this just so that to eliminate the rumors going arou.d
here 1n regards bto changing of administration, Now,

In regards to the reintegration, I gtated that this
magter takes lobts of time and study. It is an involven
natter.,

I think the matter on reintegration is too great of
supgject to discuss now ln a very short of time allobted,
so I will confine myself to the discussion on the
subject of changing of adminlstration, As I stated
before that among my colleagues we do have different
of opinions, Now it makes me wonder whebthor always

the opinion of the layman leads to the benefit of the
people, Thls is one matter to be conslidere Whether

the opinion of the Sglpanse prefer Naval government
or civil government, it 1s a very little concern “

for myself, My concern iLs thlse. Which government will
benefit my people? Can anyone answer that? I don't
believe so. There are certaln advantages and disadvan-
tages from the two government, However, which one

will outwelght the other, Whether 100 percent the
people of Saipan wants the Navy or the tivil govern—
nent, I will repeat again, 1in ny opinion this matter
1s soanty, because I believe that the opinion of the
laymen will not always lead to the benefit of the
laymenes Another, is 1t justifylng To remarked on

the Interior Department when they administered

Sailpan before, that theihr help to the Saipanase

were so limited when their time here was much Yoo
short of time? I don't believe so, 1 still say that

I do not know which one 1s better, I think this

matter should be taken up to the higher authority

and people who are more famillar with political
gcience, Again, may I extend my grabtitude for coming
to Saipan,

May I say that I am gratified %o know bthrough Mr.
Nucker's statement that there is no diclsion has been
made as to the changing of administration of Salpan.
We are not =% anxious to see the Navy leave Saipan.
We are happy with them, 1 thank you.
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MR, NUCKER:

ADMIRAL WENDT:

I would like to say == that by simply saying, 1 am
extremely interested and very please with

you people around tHe table have said, Particularly
when you have expressed your pleasure with the Navy
Adnministration, I have known for sometime that the
Navy has done very many good thlngs for Saipan

and by hearing from you people now in front of the
Navy that you are happy for what has been done,

Dr, Palacios mentioned that the ¢pinion of the laymen
are not always rlght because the, laymen will not
know all of the fact involved, This 1s a very good
obgervation and at times can be very true; but I

want to add my part-wsss The United Stabtes government,
which is above the Navy or the Trust Territory
Government has one primary job, above all others

in this Trust Territory, which includes Salpean.

And that 1s to so administer the area either through
the Navy or the Trust Territory uovernment in such a
way as to cause or permit the people of the Tprust
Territory to feel free to express their desires ani
their opinions through an elected body of mens

Then the administering authority having heard what
the peoplets thinks and feels through &n elected
representative, has the responsibility of given very
deep and thorough considération to what they Have .
heard, This is democracy, and this is what we:are
trying %o teach throughout all the Trust Territorye.
And to sibv here today, and know that the Navy has
created such a good spirit and feeling of democracy
and you people shown by what you have sald tocday
makes me quite happy regardless of whethar or not

I might agree or disagree with you, I fecl very happy
for what you have sald, Only one other statement,
You have evidenced that you have learmed the rights
under democracy to express yourself, I sincerely hope
that you haro also lecaspoed bthat uadcr depoorasy you
have the rosgponsihillty to thought yourself one
follows the others, and when one fallows the others,
you will have good time off Salpan as good as can be
expected under any branch of Unlted States government.

The Navy has done a good jobes Thanks a lot. (applause)

I just want to say thank you for meeting with you
this morning, hearing commends of the High
Commissioner and Captain Findley, I want you to
know that I appreciate your willingness bo take
some of your time in coming here for this meeblng.
This is truly a democracy, (applause)

CAPTIAN FINDLEY: I just want to say that it 1s nlce to be home

SPEAKER:

again. (applause)

The conference 1s now declare adjourned, 10:30 a, m,



