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Subzs  Trust Torritory of the Pacific Islands; adnluisis. loa
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1. JAusszistant Secretary of theo Interilor Carver, i, Joani u
Lile ronm, Unitod Statog Represeontative on the Trus steoshiy
Councii, Uaited Natioms and othoxr officials from the Dopanrt-
mont of thevzatorior rec@ntly returned from an ingpection nif
the Trust Texrritory. Uponr their return to Honolulu, Mr,
Carvor was reported to havo suggested that the Navy should
conzlder the matter of taking more responsibility in ad-
pinistering the Trust Torritory of the Pacific Isliands b
providing air and surface logistic gupport for the eatire
Trust Territory, not Just thoe Saipan District, The lattow
arca ls administered by thé Havy pursuant to Exccutive Ordors
 of 1953 and 1953 because of a highly sensitive oporaticn ou
Saipan by another branch of the Government, Representatives
of this "branch” have recently indicated that while thoy prow-
fer maintaining the status quo, thoy could, and would, continue
oporation undex Interior, |
2. By letterx dated 17 Doecenbeor 1959 the ﬁndar Secretary ol the
Navy informod the Secretary of the Interior that, in answor to
his request, the Navy napﬁrtment was prepared to transior ade
minlstrative responsibility of the Saipan District to tho
Departnent of the Interior, Following a subsequont inspoction
of the area by Intorioxr raprasantativea; that Depaximoent

- verbally withdrew thair raquqstwm. -y
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3. Divided adninistration of the Trust Territory has been
h eritical issue at past Trusteoshilp Council hoazrings,
Through the years, the Council has yocommendod that tho

- aduinistration of the To: rritory be undor a single civilian
authority,
4. On 8 June a mceting was hold at the Staie Dopaviment to
roview critical issues that would bo raisoed at the Council |
session that convenes on 12 Juna, Caplain L, G, Findioy,
Hoad, £ivil Affairs and MNavy Department Continuiiy Plans
Lranch in OPRAV, attended., Also in attendauco woxre ir.
Joazthun Bingham, Mr, Carver, Deputy Assistant Sccrotavy
for Iﬁternational Organization AZfailrg Woodrui? Wallner
and ropreseontativos from tho Ageucy. During the discusgion
lir, Carver introduced the matter of the Pavy taking oa moro
aﬁmiﬁiﬁtratlve reaponsibility'invoiving the %hole Trust
Toreitory and indicated that a letter would bLs forthcoming
o SECHAV setting forth the reasons for the proposal.
S. EBecommended Navy position: ‘No addlitionzal administrative
rosponsibility in the Txust Territory be absorbed by the
Navy from Interior, Furthor, the Navy mako plans to provide
for an orderly transfer of the adainistration of the Saipan
Digtrict to Interior.
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