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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

oFFrcE oF rERRrroRrEs /i6i)L
liashlngton 25t D. C.

.q-t"'
t: -:$ Fi'!"Q

otc I B 196r

Rear Admiral G. R. Donaho
Assistant Vice Chlef of Nava1 Operations
Director of Naval Adminlstration
Department of the Navy'
llashington 25 , D. C.

Dear Admlra]- Donahot

D:ring the conference uhieh you had. with Hlgh cornmissioner
Gg"!.ing, lt uas tentatively agreed. that a 

-press 
release'woufa

biJ drafted. whlch, ln turn, would. be tssued by Mr. God.ing and.
Admiral coye on Gua&.. !{e had. some week$ ago conelud.ed. that
the rerease va,s unnecessary beeause of Guam newspaler publlclty
glven the irnpencllng tranEfer of the salpan Dlstrict to this
Departinent. Hovever, Mr. God.ing has slnce advised. us that he
believes that it is important tha,t the transfer da,te be announced-
soon to alleviate uneertainty among the civilian population of
the Saipan District. He states that the uncertainty will make
the Navyrs admlnistrative job more d.ifflcurt ln the ensuing six
months and. that tt will compJ-icate Interiorrs work in assumlng
administration of the Sistriet.

He have, therefore, drafted. the enelosed. press release which ve
submnit for your revier+ aad- suggestions. We propose, after incor-
porating yorif-comrents, to send. the release to IIr. God.ing request-
ing that he and. Aduiral Coye jointly make the announeeu.ent.

Pend.lng receipt of your views, we have brought a copy of this
letter and, the draft release to the attention of the 0fftce of
Depend.ent Area Affai-rs, Department of State.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosure
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PRAfiT FB$S$ SEIBASIB

trsnafcr sf tbe s*i3ran llstrtet of the 'f,ruet reryrtory of the

Paelflc Islen&s t+ the $ecrotaqy of the lyrtertor hee been [tentetrv-*J 
Utt

oet f,or Julg r, Igde, ffigh comnlsstomer H, !f . ood.Ln6 anil. He*3. ^A&uj.ra]

John $, Coyep Jr. annotuced tr:datrr.

The reeat'fibi-i"oiment of eivlLtam admin*atratf"on follows a carefi,rl

revler of the overal-l a&ainl"Etration of the frust Sem*.tory hy tiie Hary

and. Intertor Separtarcnts andl ls lu eceorilsnee rr:Lth a s'iateinent glve*

the tlrnEteeshlB 0catcl-l of, trre ltrniteri t{a,tions J"n Jurie }gb}. At that

tla:e I{lgh Camlesloner Goding stnted.:

"fbe Llnlted $tates Delegetion has slso ireen glerd t* he*r, the

vleirs of the YleLtlug t4ls6Lan and, mEurbers cf ttre Courncli uith rerpeet

to the elestrabiiity of unlfying itre ad.tlnletretion of the ent,ire

SerrLtory uu{lsr the Htgh Coiirmlss{oner. ls $e ha"re elrea$r stetedl to

tbe Souncll, tlilr wtter lr*q tJeen rccelvlng nrost earer'ul ettention

at tbe h5.ghert level *f or:r {.iover:u*ent snd" I cen nornr i'urther sey

thet the $e;artroe*is concerned are agreed, 1-n princLple ihat the

a&*lnietratlon of ttre ?erritory should ire urrifl.eet. t*he d,etel]ed

eteSro for b:'t*61rr65 ahout thj.s ttnli'jecl- ud.r.ri;ristr'ati,r.:rr &re nc)$r j.n pr.o*

eect of balag wprked $rlt,"

DlecusaLons b€t!.een the DelmrtrnentE of the irlavy and. ttre l*tcx'l.r;r, haye

resultedt ln the *eleetl.on of ,IuIy 1, 1968, as an approprtate dete lor

the trenef,er. Afulral- €oye andl Ulgh S€slntselor.r.er $*rlj";:t iiave i;s*il.
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re$r6rtaa to mrk out the 6etn11e of the rdmlnletratfve tr&nsfer.

ordlqr ta mahc f;pactf,Le plan* for the ftrture eftui.nlatratlon of t]re

Dlatrlctl 816!1 OomaLlsioner $sd3'ng plano to rend. * rurrrsy tea& te

$atyr*n to csnfor rrlt& Ibry a,&sltrlrtretor6,


