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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ABSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
{IHNTERNATIONAL SECURITY ATFAIRS

Jubf: Trest Territoxy of the Pacific Islands {u)

This iz in response to your memorandum of 17 March 1962
{1~4210/562) in which you reqguested the views of the Department
of the Navy regarding the poseibiiity of providing legistic support
for the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.

It is the view of the Navy Uepartiment that the logistic difficultios

which the Department of the Interior has sxperienced in the MANRZEI et
of the Trust Territory, resuit primarily from lack of sufficient

funds. Further, wo feel that a transler of respensibility for the

logistic job to the Department of Defense will pot necessarily insure
that it will be accompiished more effectively. Of greater comcern

than the probiemas of fonding is the diversion of military elfort to a

task which does not support directiy the primary mission of the Navy.
The Navy's logistic resources ave fully comvaitted in support of
wortld-wide milltary operations which are cantinging to axpand becavse
«f the anstable international sitvation in Berlin, Soutbeast Asia,

Guba, sad more recestly, Latin ‘merics; and, it cannet be anticipated
that the over-all sttuation will fmprove in the foreseoable future.
Therelors, it is essential that the Navy's logistic forces be lmmediately .
available to reepond to military requirerments world-wide. Any furthey
conumitments to direct non~military requirernents, such ae logistic
respousibliity for the Trust Territory, wonld reguire an isordinate
divereion of Wavy logistic suppert, and hus would not be acceptable
{rowm a willtary polnt of view,

Vhile the Kavy stends ready to sssist the Departmaent of the Iuterior

in carrying oot the adwmindstrative responsibilitica for the Trust
Torritory of the Pacific Islande in every way feasible, we should

not undertake the logistic responeibilities envisaged in the basic covres-
pondence, Ia conaection with transportation reguirements, it is
suggested that consideration be given to meeting these through MATS
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and MATS on a reimbursable basis.

The Ravy Departuent will be in a position to comment
on the details relative to budget, funding, and other perti-
nent factors when finite requirements are provided by the
Pepartment of the Interior,

Kemneth E. Belieu
Assistant Secretary of ’t?\e= Navy
(Installations and Logistics)
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Orig by: Capt. R.J. Oliver, OP-09B2 X53056 3/22/62
Rewritten: Capt. D.C. Plate, X63452 4/16/62
Typist JOSEPH
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