
"@ TIlE SECRETARY OF THE INTERI_R

WASHINGTON '_C,,_\ C-

},fy" dear _'[r.President:

T_ile i was in London, the Acting Secretary wrote a letter to

_._,ber 28.,19¢6, referring again tothe problem of
Pacific islauds_x_ministration and roosin that the Denartment

k' -___-- . _ P P g_ _-- "
_e in discussion of _his problem wi_ h the Departments of

State,, Yiar and }Tavy.

For the reasons outlined in that letter, as well as in my

letter of September 12, I hope that the proposal has your approval.

Believing that you will wish to secure all that the various Depart-

ments can contribute to a siugle United States policy, i offer the

suggestion that a joint expert group representing the four Depart-

ments visit the Pacific islands for the purpose of preparing for you L_
a detailed plan for interim a_ninistration, pending decisions and

-. agreements concerning future disposition and administration of the

islands. The joint group, I feel, should also submit to you general
recommendations looking toward the later administration of those

islands which may remain, or be placed, under U_ited States super'
vision.

l therefore request your approval for the formation of the

joint expert group and suggest that the four Departments be notified

! acc ordinglyo

...." _ Sincerely yours,

_._ _.,°"5/:

"" Secretary of the Interior.

The President, • ¢. . z

The Yihite House. , • _

... }'if ,i.. ,,.:Z_../,.
I

October , 1946. ';

F_VICTOR_ -:_
D_ITI_D

eNDS -_._: ..... .


