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Compromise to Keep U. l;I.- Rule
Out of Some Areas Studied
by State Department

SERVICES SET ON CONTROL

Want U. S. to Retain Former
Japanese Mandates—Return
of Ryukyus fs at Issue

: |Towers supreme commander in the

be shaping up. General MacArthur|
has bebn pressing for the incluslon]:
of the entire Pacific, Including allf
naval forces in it, under his com-|
mand. - The Navy suggested some:
time ago the division of.the area
into several amaller theatres, The
compromise - being studied willl
probably result in division of the
Pacific into two theatres; as it was
during the war, with General Mac-|
Arthur as supreme commander|
over all'military and naval forces
in the western Pacific and Admiral

rest of the area.

Towers’ Jobs Bay DBe Split
General MacArthur's command|
(would include the Philippines, but
whether China woitld be made a
separate theatres is not yet clear..
The -stumbling block to finall
agreement ‘at the moment is thel:
arianag. The Navy is developingj:
slowly a great naval base at Guam
and considers the Marianas an es-
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The future status of the Pacific
islands seized from Japan is still
a matter of debate between -the|
armed services and the State De-
partment, and no unified Govern-
ment policy has yet been formed.

The Army and Navy, whose
views have been expreased through|
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, still wish
to retain all the former Japanese
mandated islands. (the Carolines,
Marshalls and . Marianas) under!
complete United States sovereign-
ty, but the State Department
would like to place them under
trusteeship of the Unifed Nations,
with the Unitea States as sole
trustee. .

Under the compromise plan of-
fered by some State Department
advisers, the United Nations would
have no authority over, or access
to, certain strategic areas in the:

' lslands that the United States re-
quired for bases,

Another point of difference has
arisen, The armed services are
willing to place the Ryukyus,

" imcluding Okinawa, under United
Neations trusteeship with the Unit-
ed States as sole trustee and with
certain areas reserved for military
or naval use. Some State Depart-
ment representatives, however, ad-
vocate the return of the Ryukyus,
including Okinawa, to Japan.

Command ' Stlil Unsettled
Thus the eventual fate of the

‘ islands in the Pacific is still un-|

certain, and no final determina-
tilon has been made of the con-
fused command situation in that
ocean.

For several months the Jolnt
Chiefs of Staff and the War and
Navy Departmeits have been atu-
dying the command situation in
‘the Pacitic, where administrative
and command lines are overlap-

- ping and the command is divided,
“except in Japan, under the Army
and the Navy, with Gen. Douglas
.MacArthur and Admiral John H.
Towers as the two commanders,
... A compromise solution seems to
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gential part of any naval theatre
in the Pacific. General MacArthur
holda that the B-20's hased in the
Marianas have alwaya been consid-
ered as a most important part of
his occupying and policing forces
for - Japan and that, therefore,
thege island bases should be under
his command.. .. . . T
If the Pacific is divided into two
theatres, the jobs ‘of Commander!
in Chief Pacific Ocean Areas and
Commander tn Chief Pacific Fleet,
now held by one mar, Admiral
Towers, may be divided.
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