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_ear _, S_retary.

• .it will be re_alled that the Presldeutw hy memorandum dated.

October gO, 1945, constituted the Secretaries of 8tare, War, Navy and
Interior aa a committee to make a recommendation to him on the problems

a policy satlsfaotory to the four Depa_ents. This committee has
D_Ter III_,

An interdepartmental ad hoc subcommittee on administration of the
Paolfio islands, which was constituted pursuant to the President's in-

structions, met On January 50, 1946, to make r_ommendations to the

four .Seoretarles, Thoreafter the plan submitted by %he Department of
the' Interior member of the subcommittee was considered by the Secretaries

of 3tare, +¥_ar and Navy and forwarded to the President with the statement

that it was their unanimous view that no action should be taken in the

matter untll such time as the,status of the _Loifio islands had been/

determined.

It is my understandin_ that the President is sendlnE a message to /

the Congress to request authority to accept trusteeship of the former /

;_I_'_ Oapanese _andated islands recently proffered to the United States by /
the United NatlOm=o _n view oft hat circumstance, it appears that the /

time has now arrived for us to _et to,ether and outline a policy for
the administra_ion of these islands whiah will be, satisfactory to our

four Departments, _.

Sine ereiy yours,

(Sod)J._._uo

Secretary ofthe Interior.

Hon. George C. _ar=hall, _

3eoretary of State.

cc : The President.
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