DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

18 June 1947

Dezr Er. President:

e
_ Pursuant to your request, the Secretaries of State, Tar, Navy,” 2.3
and Interior have held several meetings and have agreed upon the 1
following course of action: I3

i 1, Separate organic legislation for Guem to provide civil

| ' government and to grant citizenship, a bill of rights, and

lecislative powers to Guamanians should be enacted this

session. In recent hearings on such organic legislation,
he Departments have recormended the transfer of adminis-

tretion from the Navy Depertment to a civilian agency

‘ : designated by the President at the earliest practicable

; date, the exact date to be determined by the President.

2. COrganic legislation for American Somen, providing civil
government and granting citizenship, a bill of rights,
end legislative powers, should be prepared by the Navy
and Interior Departments and presented to the next session
of Congress.

i 3, Suggestions for organic legislation for thogse Paclfic

Islands placed under United States trusteeship are in

preparation by the Department of State for presgentation

; to Congress, provided favorable Congressional action is

{ ~ taken on the Trusteeship Agreement to be shortly pre-
sented for approval.

L. The Navy Derpartment should continue to beve administra-
tive responsibility for Guam and American Samoa on an
interim basis pending the transfer to a civilian agency
of the government at the earliest precticable date,

such date

The Fresideny,

The White House.



5.

such date to be determined by the President. With
respect to the trust territery, a similear transfer
should be effected by the President at the earliest
practiceble dabe. ' :

Provided Congress acts favorably on the Trusteechip -
Agreement, an Executive Order should be issued when

the Agreement enters into force, terminating military
government in the Trust Territory and delegating civil
administretion to the Navy Department on en interim
basis, subject to the conditicns set forth in paregrath 4.

Falthfully yours,




