PROPOSED DRAFT OF LETYER TC THE SPLAKER AlND

THE P r“C'ID T PRO TEHPORE

;My dear Mr., Speaixer:
There ls encloseG a CODY of a report from
the Secretary of State 1ndicating a course of action
which the Secretaries of State, War, Navy and Interior
have agreed should be followed with respect to the
administration of Guam, Samoa and the Pacific leslands ﬂi;ﬂi“&f
) undex United States trusteeship. .

On October 20, 1945, I appointed a conmittee
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consisting of the Secretaries of these four departments

to make recommendations concerning this matter, After |,
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Ln the meantime  the departments represented on the 'ty

commlttee continued to give study to the problems in-

volved. , e
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After the United Natloms appl’ roved a trustee—

(Lfn

i r T L - e - e

. ghip agreement designating the United States as the
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' administering authority for former Japanese mandated
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islands, I requested that the members of the committee
again give Joint cohsideration to problems relating

to the administration of the Pacific islands. The en-
: closed report has Dbeen submitted pursuant to that
request.’

I am sure that the agreement reaclied by the
four Secretaries will be of interest to the Congress
in connection with i1ts consideration of leglslation
} to provide civilian government for these islands)and
that the information obtained by the departments in

studying this question will also be helpful in the
consideration of such legislation.
It has long been my view that the inhabitants

of Guam and Samoa should enjoy those fundamental human

i rights and that democratic form of government which
§ _ A - 3 are the rich heritagé of the people of the United States.
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.@overnment to other possessions of the Unitea States,
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XWe have already extended those rights/and that form o;
!

‘“"‘_/UJ..R i‘""“' 'U‘) uiuvclt,g_', "‘ ’0{13 }h‘l _.“-"‘JL A
anthave glved solemn asqurance to uhe Uniued Hatlons
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I hope that the Congress wlll approve
legislation for the purposes indlcated in the en-
closed report and that such legislation will provide

for the full enjoyment of civil rights and for the

greatest practicable measure of selfl government,
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