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• .. _UT.IVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT .... "/,t

WASHINGTON D C .", .!ILL •2 1_7 __,
_¢ ARCHtVESANO _ "

SUBJECT: Acceptance of _e T_rusteeshiD ARreement fdr the_'_'_ ._

Pacific Islands Formerly Mandated %o Japan_• o. • "'
There is attached a letter from the SeCretary of State

recommending that the Congress be requested %o enact legi-- -

lation authorizing the president to accept the Trusteeship

Agreement proposed by this Government and approved by the
United Nations Security.Council, whereby the United .States

is designated as administering authority for the Pacific.
islands formerly mandated to Japan. There is also attached _,_/_ ._
the draft of a proposed, message to Congress, together mith

a copy o£ the Trusteeship Agreement, a memorandum c_cerning
the Trusteeship Agreement negotiatio_s_ and a draft press
release •

A confidential memorandum from the Secretary of State
is also attached dealing _ith the method of Congressional

action. "

I recommend the submission of this message to the

Congress, accompanied by the letter from the Secretary of •
State, the Trusteeship Agreement and. the explanatory
memorandum.

Buret4 of the Budget" _

Attachments - 5, _/ . .: _C_.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

In reply refer to July 2, 1947
DA ......

My dear _r. Webb: _,_," -%4.

I transmlt ,herewith for consideration and approval

by the Bureau of the Budget a draft of a proposed i
_essage from the President to the Congress concerning
the approval by the United States and thereby the bring-

ing into force of the Trusteeship Agreement, approved '
by the Security Council of the United Nations on April _,
194V, for the Territory of the Pacific Islands formerly
mandated to Japan. Attffched to the draft Message is

my letter to the President enclosing for informatio.n a
copy of the approved Trusteeship Agreement and a memo-
randu_ with reference to its negotiation in the Security
Council. I l_ve.,atso attached a memormndu_ for the
President concerning the form of approva l•of the
Trusteeship Agreement which should not go forward to

the Congress.

The attachedpapers were submitted to, and approved

b. t_d-Hoc__ representing the State, _7Y,_ .....__ which oreoared the documenta- _I_
_War_, anti--Navy Departmental, ";.'-2._i- ;.__-_-^._ States draft

s tion for the _ _-_r_senta$1°n el _n_ u_

._ .... ..... Trusteeship :Agreement to the Security Council.

There is also enclosed herewith a draft of a state-

ment which the Pre'silent imay wish to make on the day he
submits his Message'S0 the Congress-

Sincerely yours,

The Honorable
James E. Webb,

Director, Bateau of the Budget.





TheSenateForei6u Relations Committee has given
considerationtothequestionwhetheritwouldbe prefer-
ablefor the underlyingTrusteeship Agreement to be sub-
mitted for approval by the treaty process or by a joint
resolution. The Committee has concluded that this ques-
tion should be left to the discretion of the President.

Either method of approval is constitutionally
permissible. The resulting_agreement will have the
sameeffectlnternationallyandunder the supremacy
clause of the Constitution whether the treaty process
or the_Joint,resolution,methodisemployed.

The Department.is oftheopinionthat the Joint
resolutiongrocedu_e, is more desirable.in this case.
I recommend, therefore, that yousign:the-attached
message to.theCon_ress_which_advises.thatbecause of
the interest_of..bothHouses-in_,theexecution of the
Ag_eement,y0u,!thinkitwouldbe,appropriate.for the
Congress, in thislnstance, to take action by a Joint
resolution in authorizing this Government to bring the

Agreement into effect.

>.To the Con ess

of the United States _ __ _ "with enclosures.
DECLASSIFIED

_.. O. 11652. Sec, 3(E) and 50) ) ot
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• Harry S. Truman
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i -2_ . .. . . .....:,

of the inhabitants of the Trust TezTltor_i _a_.the

same time fully proteat the aea_t,ty inte_-oet8 ,_. _the ,_,
- , . ;-_ .,_ • , , ,, : • . ) , , :,,-_.:__'_ :_ ,.. , ,

'United States,
• ,Z. • ' , ,; ._., " • ..

.The United Skates has _en an on_£ve _le £rcm
.!,, ....-.,,,.,,, - ,_: i._ :, . _" .: _,, ,. , . ,,_ , _ ,

the beglnning in the eetabli_ent, of the :_ees_/p:,,

system Of the United Hatione, I believe, therefore,

that it would be only fltttng, as well as in the interest

of the inhabitants of the islar_s, _,,theT_steeship

A_eement:sl_ldbe b_ouKht into force as soon as possi-
• _ ! _ !

ble.

Z have given special _onsideration to whether the

attached Trusteeship A_ee_ent should be submitted to

the Congress for action by a Joint resolution Or by th_

treaty prooess_ I am satisfied that either method is

constitutionally pez_alssible and that the ag_oement

resulting will be of the same effect internationally

and under the supremaey clause of the Constitution

whether advised and consented tO by the Senate or

whether app_¢valis authorised by a Joint resolution.
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TH_ _ 1TE HOUSE,

JIlL 3 J_J7


