
THE B_ITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON

Ny dear _-', Secreta_i:

In a letter of June 19, 1947, to the Congress transmitting
a letter from the Secretary of State dated june 18, 1947, I
indicated a course ef action which you and the Secretaries of
State, Navy and Interior agreed should be followed with respect
to the administration of Guam, Ssmoa, and the Pacific islands
under United States trusteeship.

It is my intention, upon approval of organic acts for
the aforementioned islands, to desiEnate the Department of
the Interior as the civilian agency with general supervision
ever civil administration of those islands. Assumption by
the Department of such responsibility, of course, will await
transfer frca the Department of the Navy which should be af-
fected at the earliest practicable date after approval of the
organic acts. Designation of the Department of the Interior
will be without prejudice to determination, based upon further
study, of long-range plans for administration of United States
territories and possessions.

I am advlsin_ you of my intention to make this desi_a-
tion in order that you may expedite preparatory plannin_ for
an orderly transition to civil government and for speedy
achievement of_the aims of this Government with respect to
its territories as expressed in the aforesaid communication
to the Congress and in the recent Message on the State of the '_
Union.

Sincerel_ yours,

The Honc_able

• .r _ +.


