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N_ dear _r_ Secretary:

in a letter of June 19, 1947, to the Congress transmitting
a letter' Zrom the 8ecreta_O_ of State dated June 18, 194T, I
indicated a course of action which you and the Secretaries of

State, Ar_y and Navy a_._reedshould be £ollewed ?<ith-respect to
the administration ef Guam, Samoa, and the Pacific islmnds under
United States trusteeship.

It is my intention, upon approv_l of organic acts for the
aforementioned islands, to d_si_=uate'theDepartment of the
Interior as _b.ecivilian agency with general super_rlsionover
civil administration of those isls_udso Assu_mptionby the Depart-

meritof such responsibility, of course, will await transfer from
t.heDepartment of the Navy _hich should be effected at the
earliest practicable date after approval of the organic acts.
Designation of the Department of the Interior will be without
prejudice to study and determination, based upo_ _brther study
of lone-range plans for a@_:.nlstration of United States terri-

tories and possessions.

I am ad__sing you of my" intention _ _e tP_s dssi_%ation
in order that yo_ m_I expedits preparatory# pL_u_ing for an orderly
transition to civil government _ud for speedy ac/tievemmntof the
aims of t_hisGovernment with respect to its territories as ex-

pressed in tl_ aforesaid co_-_mmication to ths Congress and in
the recent _[essageon the State of the Urion.

Sincerely yours,

The Honorable

The Secretary of _he Interior X_
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