
___k THE Y_}[ITE HOUSE

__/) ,¥ASHiNGTON ...... < _ ___.CL.: 2, 2. r..,

_ dear ii-. I_cre_ry:

In a letter of junQ 19, 1947, to the Congress trans._Itti_ x,_/_

yo'_r let_r dated j'_ne 18, 19i7, i indica_._d a _0urse of action

which you and th_ Secretaries of _ho Army, Navy, a_ In_erior

agreed should hQ followed wi_h respe¢_ t;.o t,he adminlshra_ion Of

Guamj S_._mog_and %he Pacific islands under Uni%ad S_tes "_e_-
ship• "....

It is my intention, upon apprev+_l of organic acts for the

a£orementim,ed islands, to d_.si_nate the D_part_:n5 of the in_erio_ X_/-_
as _e civilian _ency _Ith general _-ap_vision over civil adminls-

tration of 5hose islm_ds. _sm/mption by _he Dep._rh_en_ of such

respo_,'ibili_y, of _ourss, ',_illa_:_i5 _a_i'er from-_he Depart_sn_
of hhe Navy _ic/x s.houid be ef£ected a5 the _%rlies_ practicable

da_e af%_r, approval of the organic acts. _m_nahion of the

Departmen_ of _he Interior will be _i+.bou% preju_llc_ %0 ds_rmlna_

fish, based upon f._rhher study, of lonc-range plm_s for a_d_ulshratlon
of Unlhed States %.grrit0ries mud possessions.

I a_ adviain_ you o£ 5_ Lute.ution _o make this deai_a_ion

_n order hhat you _y sx_dit_ prepara:.',or#_L_nin_ /'or_n orderly

_r_nsi%,ion _o ci_l go_in_=n_ _ud for speedy achie_ez_n% of %he

a!m_ of %/lls C_vernmont _'ith re_pec_ to _,&s territories as expressed

in %he afor_s'_id coi_-_nlc.%_ion to hhe _on_ess and in _h_ recen_

_ssaZe on th_ S+._te of _e Union.

Sincerel_ y_urs_

The Soc_'e_" of Stahe X_ D

," ...... "?..,
4_..IL" , ]'_
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