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'TP_ President on _aj !,i_19-_ sen% hhe folD.o_:,_ng±e_e-. to

the Secrete-_Y of the Lnterior:

- I hays today informed the Director of the B_:meau of the Budget

that the drafts of organic legislation for Oumn and A_:.ericsmSm._oa_

prepared by the Department of the Interiors have my approva!.r The_" .... _r _ . g

• Department of the Interior v,_l! have the respono_blliG_ of ):-es_;_ntin
the measures .tothe Congress. I have asked the Secretary of the Navy to

assist you mud I enclose a copy of my letter to him.

• ._._..... v Ii_ 1948_ to the Secru_ar_c_
I indicated In my letter of _e_u_

of State_ AmuY, Navy and the interior, tl_t it "cas my intention, upon

approval of organic acts for the Pacific Islands_ to desi_gnmte the

De_%rtl:._entof the Interior as the civilian ag.ency ¥&th general super-
vision over civil aS_inis tration of these islc_ds, l;_lileI state again

that such a designation would be without prejudice to future consideration

basedupon further study of long-range pl_Is Sot a_?Linistration of

UniLed States territories and posse ssi°ns, it is my desire that re<_:ll_mc

pl_/_ninz ba undoi"t_en ir:nediately to effectuate orderly trau]sfer of the
- • ......• &ccordinglY_

aforementioned islca'_dsfrom naval to civiiim] a_r_n_sb_au-ono

I request that you tako the lead, in cooperation with the Secretary/ of
the Navy, in deve!oping a specific t_e schedule _;%,_hmnwhich the desired

transfers may be cff_ctcd_ reg'.rd]ess of the status of pending •legislation.

preferably, u_%d_r such a sch:3dule; the Island of Susan should be bransferrud

to civilian adn_nistration within the next year, and imP.eric_un Sa'foa and

the Trust Territories -_thin the next two to t_hrcc years. : Plsns devised

under these ti_3e arr_%ngements c_ then be integrated _,ith whatever legis-

lative proposals are ultimately enacted.

I further request that _,ou advmse me by _p_,N._r ]-_ _o,_o of the

pis-ns recommended %under the aforuuentioncd procedure.

It is the _nnounccd aim of this O_zcn_menu to accord civil

govcrn_._cntmad a full measure of cJ_vil rights to the inhabitants of its• Li_lo
• . _, aoco_&_!isnmont of "_ "_ objective =;£i! b_

Pacific terr_tormes. - _ne
........._ b_- the tr=%nsfcr of %/_.esct_rritories to ci,_J.lisna:_h:.inistration

and %he enactment of organic logislation at the earliest pr aet_'o&b!e date.

A copy of this letter is being sent to the Sccrota'_I of the Nc.vy.

Sincerely yours

(Sgd) f_u_qY S. TRUYA}_"
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