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FOREWORD

This report was prepared by a group which was organized

by the Departmeut of the Interior in consultation with the Depart-
ment Of the Navy to make a survey of the means of establishing

civilian trausportation services in the Trust Territory of the
Pacific Islands.

The survey group is deeply grateful to the High Commis-

aiouer of the Trust Territory and his staff in Honolulu, Guam, and
the District Centers of the Trust Territory_fortheir_generous co-

operation and hospitality throughout the grc_p's trip_ih the _area

during February-_arch 1950. Its members_also_appreclate the many
courtesies extended to them by pilots and:crews of Naval planes

which carried them throughout the Trust Territory, and to MATS

flights to and from the United States which were arranged by the
Secretary of the Navy.

3 A_painstaking effort has been•made to present the facts
regardin_ present naval operations as accurately as possible, on

ii!I_! the basis of:data made available by officials of the territorial
government and of observations of the group in the area. The sur-

vey Eroup assumes ful_l responsibility for the accuracy of its ob-
_ servetions end interpretations. The views expressed are those of

the memb@rs of the group and not necessarily those of the agencies

they represent.

It is the earnest hope of members of the group that this

.. report will be of assistance to the Federal Government in devising
a clvilian-transportation system which not only serves the needs
of the Government, but also satisfies the economic and human needs,

i_ of the island peoples, for whom the group acquired a deep feeling
of respect and of regard for their welfare.


