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I hove touday signed xocutive Orders transforring adainistrative
raeponsitility for the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands and for
fmerican Saroa from the Secretary of the lavy to the Socratary of the
Interior, offective July 1, 19%1.

The ostablishment of civilien administration in these Islond
areas 1s an historic aevent. It ccnforms with a long—estaitlished
fmerican trzdition of conducting the affairs of civil populstions under
civilian suthority. It 1o ono further step in the extension of
additional civil rights to tho Island torritories under our jurizciztion.
A similor trsnefer of rusponsibiliiy from tho Sceretary of the Havy to
the Seeretary of the Interior was carrieu out con Cuan ca Avgust 1, 1950,
simultenecusly witr the enactment of o1 enic legialntfvion for that
Territory.

For fifiy ye::rs' fmorican Sanca oo baen sorved woll snd
faithfuily by the [’nited States .Havy,'which, as the ackninis‘acri?xg

authority, hed as its primsry concern the well-being of the Samoan people.




Since the end of the Second World War, the United States Navy has
exercised similar functions in the Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands, The concern of the Dopaptment of the Navy for ths well-being
of the peoples of these areas was an expression of the interest of the
people and Covermnont of the United States in the people and culture
of thece Pacific Islands, That interest will continue and will grow
under civilian administration. The experience of the Department of
the Interior in promoting the political, econcmic and social advance-
ment of our Territories will serve as assurance to the people of the
United States and of the Islands concerned that sound policies looking
toward their welfare yill be cz;rried forward without int.érruption in .
American Samoa and in the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.

It is a matter of particular satisfaction to me that this
transfer of responsibility has Leen worked out in a planned, orderly
manner, in which the Department of the Navy and the ‘Department of the

Interior have collaborated through administrative agreements, These




agreements, embocied in mexoranda which were approved by the President,
will as:ure the peoglo of tw Islandg conce;'ned of the continuatign

- of their essential services, aljd will sssure tie pesople of the United
States of i?he g-eatost possible economy and most efficient‘

*acminictraticn.






