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September Z4) 1956.

MEMORANDUM FOE THE

•SECRETAI:_-Y OF STATE

The attached from Cabot Lodge is self-

explanatory. What are your thoughts on
his suggestion ?

D.D.E. - ....
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:" :ar Mr=": President" '

.... :: 1. I4erewith a suggestion for a statement by you as %!! -
:( " "i: " -

/;:. . "Ifi:_e-elected 1 intend to send a message to the next Congress recommend

ing a study, of,the rate of progress towards self-government _ independene._i),;_.
(:'which ouP few remaining American dependent territories can be expected tO

make in the {u. ture. I refer to the Virgin Islands, Guam, Samoa, and the -_.....

Trusteeship islands in the Pacifiq., The pui-posewould be to enable Con

(':.to pass an Act setting final target dates for the-establishment of self-g0vefh:q _]

(ment o t:iindependehce _-_ possibly along the;lihes of the system followed b
:::"Pue rt0,:Ri'c01:>-;I"hfs study wbuidi"fi6t _' of :¢od"_:_e:!i.-'!.indidde _ Alaska or Hawaii i whi,

g. =_:- e;' s-;'nai"L/'ns;A_'._.t_oii!_q_'.httmissi°n,U,_,.,._-_.;------- to the Union .-',_e Co,

ent: " "': '--i_.: .._ ? _';. :::..: :::: ....,:' -.,: ." " " " '

:pb'licy shoUld iii6t..distress">tJ_:e.'P'ei_tag on' because we can

ba_6. agreeme:xts-wiTh 0a(}f 0.f_[hes-e,.is!a rids as they.beC0me '_'
" :"'_-'"-":""(ad-we have t0day v6ith :ihe. Phii:i),_[n_'s-iftheyshoaidopt for

}t.(wbUld make a real hit here at l_Jmeai_d. . would haUe a mag

ec"i._/:)i;_>¥_!£t-- except among the so-called colouial_ p0wers Who reaily wouiidi_!l

_n-._nopbs{:ti0.h .to object to something that you sa:d about our own United
mssessions-,

---';" C; Developments in the Arab world make one wonder sometimes

./hether if might not go the way of Communist Ch_na and therefore, gestures

ch erJaance our prestige _n those countries are of real value.

3. YOu could also pmnt out that during the first ten years of the. United

.tions 600,000,000 people have emerged_into independence and express the"i'
)e that.,within the next ten years defxrtite time limits :will be. set:_tO i_ark::"..:;_

ti_e progr_ss of the people in the oth'er non-self+go_erfitng.-areas
Of.the

.... ., . . ...,,?.;: '. :...
_t.ogqards Self_government ....• = : - , _ .... : :"."",,: -.. ..;.::". _",,,:.;........

._! I have",_orded this so that it woui ii'6-t"me settia • 6i daie;"iSr/a

_:mment, but dates 'ito mark be m"_) ?:'.i ' ''

at;6:e in't:eee s you;, . o,..ex •
:_.6u'r.se'.2 • tail _i_--_iii_""tltiie :Conve

...... , ..... , _, :.:-,.::;; :,.

,/" • With warmanii::'t'_'s )et:tfui.:Fega '"•" ti', _}'J .... ...

,;.,..... ...:
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