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_0, _anese }i_actionto Cgn_nin_%ed _hi_ - We have sent to our _assj i_

[i!okyo_wit_zthe authorization to give i% to the Japanese, t;heAEC's evalua-ticn

;,,% _ reoor%_regarding -_he_._,c_:_d_t,ion of the J_pa__ese ship_ allegedly caught i_ r_dio-

_rcm fhe Pacific tests, _c,_ ,"_ -,,a_o_a_.ng to the repert_ it appears

quite possible that the rain which fell on the Ta_yo _,_ which was the onlF

one of the two ships caug_t in the rain _all_ did contain radioactive f_liuut

f_a the te_ts, The _c/_t_ howev_r_ was not sufficient to have caused radiation

sickness in the crew membe_.'s. _ec_.al e:_f_ir_tion showed no evidence of radia-

tion injur}_. The report noted that ship's log s_ted tl_erewas an inc,'easein

r_di_tion levels to about 15 times n.o_m_%l.readings__nd eo_m_:ntedt_m,teven i__

this h_d been so it wo_ld not have resulted in a total dose sufficient to

produce ev'e_minimu/[_s}_pboms of radiation slek_ess.

Foilow.in_t[he_'r;i_.v_l_i:nJal_n of %he _hi_s t_b had %ee_ exposed to radia-

tion and the government's eonfir_tion that the crews were _e_ o_Ir_fs_ss_

" ,_ _ relatively well-iI_Tok_'oreported the local press is cov_rlng the in_den_ in a

bal_]ced f_shior_. _he Jap_u_eseForeign Office has exp_'essedappreciation for

o_iri_viDg m_de availab_Le the full repo_t,by %he US Arsenic_e_'_ _ Co_'_lission

team. _m_w_l_, however_ there i_s been a sp_te of press stories abo_ito_her

Japanese ships being _dust.ed_ by radioactive fallout. _ever"_'_eless_J_panese

c_fficialshope that the public armouncement abo_it%he "twogovernment ships will

.l_elp_dercut publicity on ihe other vessels,
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