
THE WHITE HOUSE

%¢JASHI NGTON

Apri,[ 17, 1962

ME;MORANDUM FOR

THE PRESIDENT

Proposed Task Force o:_ the Pacific Trust Territory

1. Attached is a proposed NSAM for your approval. It

does l;wo ghings: (a) formulation of a new pol.icy with respect to
the Trust Territories at,_cl (b) provides for a '12a,._k Force with Whi.te

House naen_bership to a.ssist the Depart.naent o.f the Interior Ln t_:_ktng
the steps necessary to ,'.?tit the policy into eJ!fect. Th.e subst-a.nce of

the NSAM has been elea.red with ehe Departn,.en.¢s of State In.terior,
.Defe_se a.nd HEW,

g. The proposed _lew po[i.cy set:s a,s a goal the permanen._
associ.ation, of the Trust Territories with the (J.S. at tZhe end of th.e

trusteeship period, rather than independence.

3. We are once again fa.ced with the necessity of reporti.ng

i::: to the. ON on _he trusteeship. As you are no doubt aware, we. have
_ been increasi.ngly criticized for not having adequately performed our:;...

obligation to prepare the people of the Territory for self government

or independence. Accordtn I to the report of th.e UN Visiting Missiort
in. July of 1961, we h,_ve J[allen particularly s:f.ort i rt the ar,.-'._:_.s of educa,-

ii_[:i:: tton and e c onomic de ve.topmc.ut,

...:..:

4_ 'rhe Departments of Interior, State a.n.d Defense have recentl.y

:_i::: st_rted, prepa,_ring on somev_'h.at o12 a _'crasI_ '_ •basis ].o.r hearing.*.: be._;ore.
th:e House Gornmitte e on inter ior and b_sul.ar A.ffair s th.i s w-eek, whe re

a re, quest is pending to false or remove the budget ct-_ilings of $7,500,000on annual app.ropr[ations. The l_rospects for £avoraMe act:ion are good•.

:ii_i_i_ s. Mu_hrem_,_s to be ao:,:,e,,_,,,,ve,.,_r,,,,:,t:,_ero_,,_,t,:,_:io,,of
a deta.iled program of educ_atiolaal a:iad econort?ic devetopment .for the

future. The ma_eriai justifying the raising of the budget ceiting being

submitted to _he House Co!%)m:i_g_ee ts rather sketchy atad incomplete.

it s_ms dear tl_t more _ffor_,_'_t_b_re.qui'_e,_to do _ proper joUt,,,th
before the Congress atxd the UP. It a_kso seems likely that cons!derably
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re.ore study, and planning w_lt be necessary if a long-ter.m program is
to be developed which will carry us through the next few years.

6. 1/1 order to put some steam, into the effort, we have aiso

thought it useful to crea.te a ternporary task force, whose main purpose
would be to get the appropriate agencies of the Government. to work

n_oI*e actively with the Department of the Interior to develop a longer
range progran_ for i:tnplel_nerttb_g the pOliCy.
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