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SgIENTISTSI T@ STUDY MICRONESIAN

NAVIGATIO_ AT PULU_AT

_aipans Mariana l_lands3 Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands3|

'° ...... _ec. 13 • • _ A team of ,tltr.eescientists is expected to arrive in

January 1967 to Condudt a six-month field study and investigation on

Micronesian sailing and navigation on remote Puluwat Atoll in the

_ _2___-<_:_,_ Truk District.

The Three scientists# who all have conducted various research in

the Territoryj are: Dr. Th_nas Gladwin 3 Social Science Consultant

on Field Investigation/ National Institute of Mental Healthi Dr. Saul

H, Relsen_erg of the Smithsonian Institution in _ashSngton s D.C._ and

Dr. gam_aclH. Elberta a linguist at the University of Ea_aii, Dr.

Gladwin, who is in charge of the field study# was in Truk fr_n i947

to l_S1 as an anthropologist and wrote a monograph based on his field

work on Romgnums Trt_ District. He has also visited Puluwat Atq_L!.on

a number of occasions _s flel_ ._$ "6_.¢er. _r. Reisenberg was the

former Staff Antlzropologist. His !_st visit to the Trust Territory was

in 1963 when he conducted an Ya_cheologic_linvestigation of the famed_

Nanmadol ruins in Ponape, Dr. Elbert had _een in Trt_¢and authored the

flrst _rukese-English Dictionary, prior to receiving his linguistic

training.
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Puluwat was chosen for the study3 since_qumber of fully qualified

Micronesian navigators are found there. The team proposed to conduct

a study which will provide a comprehensive understanding of the
l

technological and Lpsychological aspects of sailing and navlgaEion as

set in their total linguistic and cultural context. The ethnozraphic

and linguistic studies _lll begin with behaviors associated with sailing

and navigatlom% and then"extend outward to full descriptive analy_es.

The technological study will encompass not only navigational procedures_

canoe design and manufacture_ and sailing techniques s but also the

relative efficiency of each of these undmr varying circumstances. The

role analysis aspect will deal with the social and psychological

interrelationships of craws on cauoas_ and the relationship Of these

rol_s to bahavior _ the society es'a whole.
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