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March 13, 1967

Mr. Harry C. McPherson
Special Assistant to the President

The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Harry:

I am enclosing for your use and information

copies of the executive reports of the Bureau of the
i

Budget and the Department of the Interior on S. 450, a

bill to provide for the popular election of the Governorr

of the Virgin Islands and for other purposes.

During the Senate Interior Committee's considera-

i tion of this measure in executive session, concern was

expressed that the Bureau and the Department have

apparently taken somewhat different positions on certain

aspects of the proposed legislation which relate to

Presidential powers and the degree and form of self-

government which should be granted the people of the

I Virgin Islands.

Hearings were held on S° 450 on February 20, 1967.

! Unfortunately, the Bureau of the Budget's report was not

made available to the Committee until March 3, 1967. As

a result, the Committee has not had an opportunity to

! discuss this matter with the appropriate officials.

i The primary areas of concern are as follows:
I

i. The executive report of the Bureau of the

Budget of March 3, 1967 goes beyond all
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! previous executive communications in recommend-

ing that "the President be given the authority

to .... veto an act of the territorial

legislature when he determines such action

necessary." This veto "would be applicable to
all territorial laws."

2. It appears to the Committee that as a matter of

principle there is a conflict between the pur-

pose of the Act as expressed by the Department

of the Interior and retaining (a) the power of

the President to remove an elected Governor

for cause, and (b) expanding the Presidential

veto power to cover all legislation.

As you know, the same problems encountered in S. 450

are involved in S. 449 which would provide for the popular
election of the Governor of Guam.

To ascertain and clarify the Administration's official

position on these matters, Senator Jackson has scheduled a

meeting with the appropriate officials for March 14, 1967 at

2:00 p.m. in Room 3112 of the New Senate Office Building. I

anticipate that you or someone from your office will be in

attendance at this meeting to informally discuss this matter.

Sincerely yours,

I _Verkler

ff Director

JTV: vne I I - _. •

Enclosures /_,,_.,A_ .-._{ ! __4_o-'_lP _ _ J,...D

1
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET

Washington, D. C. 20503

March 3, 1967

Honorable Henry M. Jackson
Chairman, Committee on
Interior and Insular Affairs

i United States Senate
3106 New Senate Office Bldg.

J
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This is in response to your requests of January 24 and 30, 1967,
for the comments of the Bureau of the Budget on S. 449, "To provide
for the popular election of the Governor of Guam, and for •other
purposes" and S. 450, "To provide for the popular election of the
Governor of the Virgin Islands, and for other purposes." o

The general purpose of these two bills is stated in their titles.
While we fully support this purpose and the provisions of the bills
designed to accomplish•it, there are •two aspects of the legislation
that concern us. These two aspects relate to Presidential powers --
removal of the Governor and veto of the acts of the territorial•
legislature.

J

Our concern stems from the fact that S. 449 and S. 450 will not alter
the status of Guam and the Virgin Islands as unlncorporated terri-

tories of the United States. _ence, these bills would not diminish
the responslbilitles0f the Congress and the President under the
Constitution with respect to making and executing rules and regu,
latlons for these territories. The territories would continue to
be the responsibility Of the Federal Government, and it would
continue to be accountable to the United Nations for the protection
and welfare of their inhabitants.

In addition, despite the proposed change in their method of selection,
the elected Governors would continue to have a responsibility not only
for the execution of territorial laws but also the execution of cer-
tain Federal laws applicable to the territories. Chief among the

latter _re the organic acts themselves,

, For the foregoing reasons, we believe that the President's capability
to discharge•effectively his responsibilities within the territories
must be retained. These responsibilities involve foreign policy,
national security, Federal property, and•other matters significantly
affecting the interest of the United States.

i, coPYLBJ LIBRARY
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We recommend, therefore, that the President be given .the authority to
remove a territorial Go_vernoror to veto an act of the_territorial
legislature when he determines such action necessary either from the
standpoint of United_-States foreign policy or national securlty,_or
•when necessary to protect Federal property or other .Significant interests
of the United States. These criteria for Presidential action could be
specifically written•into law or ithey could be spelled Out in the
legislative history of the bills.

Our rec0mmendation•for a veto that would be applicable to all
territorial laws goes beyond the present authority of the President

to veto 0nly certain territorial laws that have been previously vetoed
by the Governor. LThe Present authority is appropriate where, as now,
the Governor is'an appointed official, but it is not adequate to enable

the _President to_meetlhis responsibilities when the _governorship
becomes an elective office_. TO avoid undue delay_,the legislation •
could provide that terrlt_ri_l acts would take effect if not vetoed
by the President within 60 days after notification of enactment_

We recognize that the •continuing authority that the Congress and the
President would have with respect to the territorial governments could
be characterized as limiting the concept of territorial self-government
In our judgment, however, the legislation, amended as we recommend,
would provide the maximum degree of self-govex_ment Consistent with •
the need for the effective discharge of Federal obligations and responsi-
bilities in these areas.

Accordingly, if amended in the manner recommended above, the Bureau of
the Budget would strongly recommend the enactment of S. 449 and S. 450.

In addition, we recommend,that the Committee give favorable consideration
to the amendments to the•bills proposed by the Interior Department in its

reports. :.

Sincerely yours,

(signed) Wilfred H. Rommel

Wilfred H. Rommel
Assistant Director for

Legislative Reference

• i
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

FEB 1 8 19_

Dear Senator Jackson:

This is in resRonse to your request for the views of this Department

on S. 450, a bill "To provide for the popular election of the
T!

Governor of the Virgin Islands, and for other purposes.

We recommend the enactment of'S. 450 if amended as suggested in this

report.

Section ! of the bill provides for the removal of limitations formerly

imposed by the Revised Organic Act of the Virgin Islands on the length

of both regular and special sessions of the legislature of the Virgin

Islands. It sets the opening date for the annual sessionOof the

legislature and §ets the basis for special sessions. We feel that this

provision is wholly consistent with the spirit and intent of S. 450 and

this Department's concern with providing ever more meaningful "home-rule"
in the •territories.

Section 2 of the bill changes the number required for a quorum of the

legislature from seven to eight.

Section 3 of the bill takes from the President his authority to

exercise final veto power over the legislation referred to him by

the Governor after such legislation has been passed by the legislature

over the Governor's veto. _

Section 4 of the bill provides for the popular election of the

Governor and Lieutenant Governor, defines the scope of the Governor's

authority, sets out the duties of his office, and delineates the

qualifications for office. The elected Lieutenant Governor will take

the place of the Government Secretary now provided for in the Revised

Organic Act of the Virgin Islands. A majority vote is required to

elect, and a _inoff will be held in case a majority is not obtained
in the first election.

The bill provides for the election of the first Governor to take

place in November 1970 for a two-year term. Thereafter, the election

will be held every four years beginning in 1972. There is a provision

that limits a person tO two terms unless one full term has intervened.

We stronglyendorse this section. An elected Governor is very

much desired by the people of the Virgin Islands and is the next

step in the self-governing process for this territory.



Section 5 of the bill provides for the removal of the Governor.

The section provides for a recall if 75 percent of the registered
voters vote for the recall at a referendum election and the removal

is approved by the President. It also provides that the referendum
for the recall may be initiated by the legislature upona two-thirds
vote of the members in favor of such referendum or upon a petition

to the legislature of 25 percent of the registered voters. We
recommend two changes in this section. First, the words "or Acting

Governor" should be deleted from line i0, page 6, of the bill. We

suggest that these words be deleted because we can perceive of no

reason to provide for the removal of a temporary official. Later
sections of this bill provide for a successor to the office of

Governor if the elected Governor should, for some reason, not be able
to fulfill his term of office.

o

Second, on page 6, line 12, delete ": (a)" and insert a period after
the words "referendum election" and delete all after that phrase to

the end of the sentence on line 16, page 6. We have no preference

as to a method for removal of the Governor by the people of the Virgin

Islands. Both recall and impeachment have been suggested and we would

accept either or both forms, whatever the final decision of the Congress.

However, we do not believe that, in connection with the recall, a
concurrence by the President in any removal by recall, as now provided

in the bill, is desirable, and therefore delete that provision. In our

opinion, the requirement for such concurrence is wholly inconsistent

with the theory and principle of recall.

Section 6 of the bill repeals the power of the Governor to appoint

administrative assistants for the islands of St. John and St. Croix.

This power would no longer be needed if the bill is enacted.

Section 7 provides for the succession to the office of Governor or
Lieutenant Governor if there is either a temporary or permanent vacancy

in either office. We recommend that the phrase "removal by recall," be

deleted from line 21, page 7. We recommend this deletion because there

is no provision in the bill for removal of the Lieutenant Governor by

recall or any other method.

Section 8 deletes from the Revised Organic Act of the Virgin Islands

the requirement that the Secretary of the Interior approve the creation
or establishment of any department, bureau, independent borad, agency,

authority, commission, or other instrumentality. This deletion is in

keeping with the provisions of the bill.

2
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Section 9 contains changes in section 17 of the Revised Organic Act

of the Virgin Islands that are necessary to bring that section
into conformity with the changes that the elected Governor and his

authority will cause in the administrative setup of the Virgin Islands
government.

Section 10 provides for the payment of salaries and travel allowances

of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, the heads of the executive

departments, other officers and employees of the government of the

Virgin• Islands and the members of the legislature by the government
of the Virgin Islands. _

Section ll extends to Guam the privileges and immunities clauses,

the due process clause, and the equal protection of the laws clause

of the Constitution. This will guarantee to all United States

citizens in or entering the'Virgin Islands--including the corporations

of any of the United States--rights of national citizenshi_p such as

the right to engage in interstate and foreign commerce, the right to

appeal in proper cases to the national courts, and the right to

protection abroad. We recommend that on page ll, line 25, the word

"paragraph" be deleted and in its place be substituted the word "clause".
This is a technical amendment to correct the citation to the Constitution.

Section 12 amends the General Military Law to authorize the President

to call upon Federal or local forces to suppress civil insurrection

in the Virgin Islands as in any State. This change is necessitated

by the limitation of authority for the elected Governor of the Virgin

Islands to call upon the United States Armed Forces in an emergency.

At this point, we recommend the insertion of a new section 12, to

read as follows, and renmubering subsequent sections:

"SEC. 12. Section 2 of the Revised Organic Act of the

Virgin Islands (68 star. _97; 48 U.S.C. 1541) is amended by

adding at the end thereof the following new subsection (c):

"(c) The relations between such government and
the Federal Government in all matters not the program

responsibility of another Federal department or agency,

shall be under the general administrative supervision

of the Secretary of the Interior."

This new section is intended to provide for certain loose ends which

will remain upon the enactment of this bill. Following the achieve-

ment of Commonwealth status by Puerto Rico, we found that no provision

•• 3
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had been made for any centralized Federal cognizance of the multitude

of matters flowing between the Commonwealth and the Federal Government,
as well as between private citizens and the Commonwealth through a

Federal "middleman". Because of this Department's peculiar responsi-
bilities for the territories before changes in status are effected,

we found ourselves in the position of an intermediary without any real

assignment of the function and finally found it necessary to deny any
responsibility because our information and contacts were inadequate.
We believe that the bill before you should recognize this residual

need for coordination, and because of this Department's expertise, vest

that responsibility in the Secretary of the Interior. Our amendment

recognizes that the people and the government of the Virgin Islands, in

many cases, will deal directly with various Federal agencies, and

specifically excludes from the residual authority any matters which are

the program responsibility of another Federal department or°agency.

Section 13 sets out the effective date of the various provisions of
the bill.

Section 14 is the citation provision.

It is our view that greater autonomy for the Virgin Islands is morally

and politically right. Additionally, in recent years, a popularly
elected Governor has been and is now very much desired by the people

of the Virgin Islands. The action of the 89th Congress, which came so
close to fulfilling the people's wish, has served to sharpen that desire.

In view of these developments, we more than ever believe that enactment

of this legislation is important, and we are therefore hopeful that this

legislation will be enacted early in the 90th Congress.

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to

the presentation of this report from the standpoint of the Administra-
tion's program, but that the Bureau will submit its comments separately.

_ yours,of the Interior

Hon. Henry M. Jackson

Chairman, Committee on
Interior and Insular Affairs

United States Senate

Washington, D. C.
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No.Calendar

o..,. Ess S, 450iIST SESSION : _ _ ..... ;; _" !',.. ':; t _i "_"
"_::',: t i "! , ,..,_,:., :'. ,,:_, ., .-

,_,i_ 'I,'N,TH,E _SEN,ATE'O_ TY[E ::UNITED' ;ST_T_]S _di ¢
r

Mr. JACKSO_ (for himself and Mr. BURDIGK) introduced the following bill;
which w_s read twice und ,r_ferre[l ..to. the, Coiilml$$ee, on_Intierio_' an_
Insular Affairs

,!'L/= _:_;_ '[1_ !:r'Jit[t._Iti[ _ (:) :.)._,'; °. "'

F_',B_UA_Y _ 1967

,_;__ ;, Reported _y !3A,_..._=.......... -...... .____._ ,w_)h, _tiiiendme._lt.s; ; *';,: ., .k

; , i ,[Omit the art_struck throughland4nsert.the.pa_t printed,in[italic]: ,, ]" _' _(:j"

;_[[il!lj';: -,|. ..... ..L([ iJI_iJ '""J;"!:"*):__._,.., __'=','.,'t "llJ ...... ' _' "it._ j)'_i,)if'}f_[G. . _.[

t" I ° }_ , ..To provide for the popular .ele_iremmf:.,t_e t ¢:6vs_rnO_:ef,'_thS;

-';',', i_,_:i _irg_ _Isla_,4s, ._nd._ for other -o_o.ses ..... _, :St.

_. "-i,Be :{t ,enacted tb:y) the ,Senate ,.and _Ho.use_ o[ Rep.,resenta_ r.

2_,: t,ives, o_ _he: _u d,,ite,S:tates, ,o_,A_zr.ic..a..in_ C:o_gF,ess assem'b,-led,,,_[-

3., Tha.t eff eetiv.e,on, the_dat¢of,,_actm_n.t ,of _h,_ #[qt_,s,gct_en.,7,:(uh r

4_., of, the_ Revised.Qrg_nic &ct.of ,the _irzia .Isl_,nd,s ,(,_8_tat_._e

_5,ti _97, 50¢; ,48,_,U_.S,.C.,_.h5._9;.:(;_,,),)A:}_,s_men.de,a, ,i,_:amendedc,

" " 0(_6 to re._d_,s:follows,: '_.-,.,;i_: _.,_

7: '_. -_'.(-_))_egutar .sessions o,f ,t]_e _le_statu_e _-sha 1 _be hel_]:,,

8 annually, commencing on the second Monday in January

J. 75-190c
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1 (unless the iegislature shall by law fix a different date),

2 and shall _continue for such term as the legislature may

3 provide. The Governor may call special sessions of the
c: ,£.__j.': .z..'.().. _ l.i"J, ,

4 legislature at any time _W-hen.i.n:his opinion-'_llg::"_)ii'l_lic

5 interest, may require it. No le_slation shall be considered

6 at any special_session:other .than that specified in the call

7 the._9_for'or in'.,any :specia!_m-ess_ge:by._,._'the_,GoYernor-_to,_ _ the

8. legislature_,wh,ile-in such.sessiom_i_iAll •sessions of the. legis-

9- lat.u:rae,:sh_ll.,b,ei,_p,e:n.'to:,the;puhhc. ;,;,., .... , : _. .;.,, ..:....
,:'Ji ,all A _a:;i,>ft i

10 SEc. 2. Effective on the date of enactment of this Act,

' 11 section,_,,isubsection .(a):of the Revised Organic:Act. of the

12 VirginIslands'_"(68 ' Stat:"4_97,_.501;_48"U,8:C. t575':(a) ) is

13 amended by deletiiig-.ihe fir-St senSe-neegi2dby substituting
• :'? ,_: ,",_(::2;' .,.5

14 therefor the followmg-::'__T_e(qgorum::.,pfthe legislature s2hall

15_jc0nsis,_mf_eight__ oft,_ts,memb.e_s.."',_..L,pq.,-: '" :,h "_o]_/,ivo'_q _,_'_'

! 6 SEC:_:"3'.Secllion9, subsectlon,;_¢d)',;:_df_h'6"*'Revised0r-

' _ "' ..... "_ "'"'...._' '" ' Sta_.._I97, 502; 4_17', g'gfi,8"Rcl_,%f¢-t'h'e-Virgin _t'slands' ('_ x -_.,_, _; ,,_;

)s, by deletm_ ":"''_ _' ')"_"_"_"• . . s]xm;-sevenm,

!9( _:£igli_h:,_gifi_h;"_d tenth' sentences and By' substimtmg _t-]_ere-

.followmg:-,If, aftei':siich reconsmerauon,-_wo_mras

" ,legislature pasS'the'bll_l;'it shY'i-1b_'

22 a law." """'" "'_ :': "" "

2:3;!:;!! ',(iSF,e(.P42'S_ceibff:,ll-"!of:t-he:l_bviged Orgamc_;Rct of thd
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-I; _,Virgi_' Isiands, (68 Stat_.:i497, :503; :48 _IS!.C. ,159I) %

v,3,.::-_*-,'_:.';S]_c.::t-tl_._.The_':bxebutive;power-_:tff.... _tke_' ":V:irgin:.... 'Islands'

4 shall be vested in an execa,_tve.[.-officer:.-,wn'osz_omeaut.title

+the_+Go_cernor_of' _th'e++¥tr_, Islands',:_>_The Go+-

+_wath_th!e+,Lieut_nant++)6_• ,...... ,•emor., of _he:tVi:r:_a_I_l_:ad_,::--together'.... '" _...... ': _':'

'_ _ " • : ..... + ++ .majonty+.of th+_'+Vo+tem++e_d_t_7:i _0_emor, ,shall:_be elecVe_ by, a _ :̀'+"+:"_''_

-_:_8,,by,the pe_pl_',_ho'_ar_,q;ualifi'efl_,:t0_xot'e_ffortt_din_e._b6rs_of

'_i:' _ _'' _:....... " ' o_tl_e,_Vtrg_.m_Islanfls:_.The._Gove_o.r,_a_d

i'0, _mute:nafl___overn'or:_sha]]_:be:,e]4os'en[j omtl,_,_,by rl_e'_'_:"easnng:"v'._r

11t _lJy_ea_eh,voter " : '" ' _' .......*..... _ -

_"'_" " ' ......... ' " : "-- ,thereafter._.: nmoSt_leet_6__3_;election/:omsthe:_,fourlseen,th,_fia_y- _.... _- .... " '-_ _ -'...._..:o

...... . ]Set,.wee_s;t:heccandk_atesVoYo_:._6_ort ,a_d
$

'15_.c__.muten:ant_ov,ernor+reee].vmg/theab_'h:est_a_d_,se_o_dhhig_

_6 _est numb_er_of_v,otes;c_s_._,ITt/o:_first,eleetion__for_over_or afi_d

17 Lieutenant Governor shall be heldonNovember 3'p_i_97_6!

20' _he_gene,r_!_,_leetmn,._,__The, _ove_'or_ and_Lmul_en_Go_- _

.. _ foa,r.,years_a_diuntfli_the_

22_ ._,s_eeessors;,_e :elec¢6d"_n&;qu_hfiecl.__No._:persom'_h_o,,h_

beemeiected_G:o_emo_:for " " .... " ' "_ ......... -_

....

t.................
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1 'ag_ eli_b!.e to hold that office.:unti! :onefull term ,has in-

2 tervened. The term of the ele:¢t.ed_:Go:.ve_pr._nd.;Lieugen_nt

:.__, ,,::G0v.e.'m._or._sh_[1 _ommence_:,o_ ::the.-firsl_:3{ond_y, of January

r:_i. fgll0w'mg_._ei,:date-_of_electi_on.,.._._, _:: ! .:_:,_;; ' il:_!_

.:_,,__ ,::;:No._p_r_.o:.• sha!!_be ehgible._for_election_to_the..officei9_

!;7 ands,wri.'tievhe, English .la_rtgu'_ge_,.:is _iad!has .been),fOl_:five

!,8 .:-_e_(mse..e,ut_y_..;y_rs:,,.im_m_.&_'ate:!y:,gree.eiding:tt_he/:e:!ection8a

•,_.. citizen 9f ::the _.Unite.d;States -.and a ho_ fide_reSide_ntis6#t!]e

-_9d_Virgin .!sJ_n.d_____gd:will: b_,: _t ;the_time-:o_:takin_:_.offide,(¢t

_.i_ o_eJ_!_¢esidenee-'i,n ithe,_.G..o_e_ea_onse._._a iS_n_Thom_._

_gi: _.5_n_g;,hisi_cu_be_n:cg._,_hich_h.o__se_,,t_oge.ther_withi,il_:fid_.p_

14_,_p_te_an:_)theret_.;is_iher_e:by___tra_..:sferreflltb:¢lie_gowe_eng

15_, ,4_the,;Ni:r_in_Isl_ads;,, _hild in..Sa'mt._oix_theu.Go.kernor

........ '" oa_(SN.tat_-:Cr_o_x_free :of• _ *.i '! _i "f

......... ht_v.e.._gener/_l,s_t_o..rmsmmana_corn-_;>,'i,_The,_overnor shall " :' _" ' "'_:"" " '_'" " ' ';' '_*

_the.,depar_ments,t b_reaus_._gencles,Land,mther m_

-.9, ',st_egtal_.tms _.of;the :executi_eibraneh_ :of_th6:go_e_6nt 6I

21; __the__Vi:rgin':Islands, ._He, :_m_y:grant ipar_ons.,ia_d '_eprieveg

_d a_rero_i.t:_fipesiand.foffei'tu,reg_f°r 6ffcnses_g_ins_.:loe_lJlev/_:

_ tIltb_may::reetd._.any_tegisla,tion _si pro:-d(ted?ifi_th:is:_et,_ tt'e

24 shall appoint, and may remove, all officers and employees of

25 the executive branch of the government of the Virgin Is-
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t landS; exSept as otherwlse provided in'thiS or_a_/y:0th6r &ct

: 2:_,'8flCoti_i'ess, :or::under !the laws- of the_ Virgin Islands, rind

that. ,lie,:rugby:'be"i_tithbi_ized 40_i3'i shhll 'c()mrm.:'ssioiiall 'offlCers: "_ _ '

_..4" a,ppoint; :__e shall ,be:resp6fiilble!..f6r the_:faithfi]l.,e_eeutibn

:_5_ ' 6f' th_ :l_ws'_ofi_he 'V.irgi:_ Islands, .and ,the _li_ws_oftho 'l_nil_ed
t;

t_' ".6;',':$ta_e§ :,a;pplic'a:ble"in_:t]_eVi-rgifi _Isla_ds._ _Wlien_er_'-_t _e-

7 comes necessary, in case of disaster, invasion, msttrre¢_mn, ,or

:_:_8_,._6b_lhon..:or.,immment dangerd_her.eof_,,-or,to_6vent .or. sup-

._@;_,_or.,!ci_ll_6ttt_the. _ilitix"6F re'quest, assi_[hiiee of: the _senior

"14i_,_ilita,)ty_O_ haval, co--hurler-oi- :thd, _6d ,l?6i_¢es,:6f thb

12 Umtefl!,States _-:[ife -_ir_,.]_slands, or,_uerto .l_ica#,whmh

'_ _may_be.'"g_,ven.at, die dis6retlon 6f sueh:'_i.lr_.ary-:¢-<6mmand_{r

)-*: :'k • _ , *- , {J";- ",-_? °_" _"°_ " •' " ° - _ ' " , I "-
1-_¢_qf..nol_.disruph-ve. of] _or.lncons_stent _with, _,]_i_;-',Fedefal' i:espdR-,

" -m_,case, 0'f;rebel_ion- o:r,.mv_,_i6n Or i_-

16 .minent danger thereof, when the:.pubhc,sgf6ffy _req_es ;-if,

_q, iprOelaim' .the _slands, insofa* as,'they '_/re Ufldef::f_h'6.jurisd[_-

/ _ •. . • _ .,-, -..L ,¢ t3

_20-_cf-_tEwi,hon_ their: own_ m_t_at_ve.:and ,.m y; by' a'"tvzo_thi_§

_21,'_-_vo'te;::rev6ke_:such proclamatmm- ',' _-'_,,'_, _;

I_ "_ ,-. _ . . . .,2D ,i.:_.._,T_e: Gove'rnor:shall make""-to Che_Secretary .of_the ]_fl:

.2a .tefior _und'er •section• 30. of,.this'A.ct: an annual, repor-t-:_dft]!_6

-e,4, " • ,: • ' :Vir{in;,:_sl_i_& _6V, trans_ctmns of t]_e gove_ment.: of the,

f ......... _ ....... : ..
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_' +r_n_mis_ion to _thei Congress and su.ch,other :rcpor.ts, at_such

i::2f: ot-her!._fimes.:as_may _be:requir_eid.by_;th_ ,Con_.'e_s,:or under

,(,3_ a licable_ederaL-law. ',_e shall _h._v,9:.ith_9_w,er! _.tg,::issue,, ;,',,.PPJ.... ',i ,'_ f _, , .,..... _'-, , .......

:,4ia._z!:x.g!ut_ii¢.i!o_d.e_s.,aad:__eguJations, :nQt_;i!n ¢Onfli.I.t-_!!ith any

l,:5_,,_app.h.'i_b,le: .:!4,.w,i__He._m .ay,_eco_end, bils: ,to:the ,legislature

_:_._:#nd-:>giy_ yexprei.sio._-to, iih:i.s;vieLws:-,,!on!,_ny::mat-t_r:gbefore

'{ =i'[ )+ :, ';:;';i : ..... "'

• of..,,,_!l!U,t,ena:nt_q8_=.,._>, _.tV,x:,ne_ecis:._.he.!i_y_:esta_]i:s_d,.,.. . the, office:i,...,. . ""

i,I_,_Doyemor<iof,:the;_i;rgin: Islands.,'. _The_,Lmutenant _Ghv,ern:or

4::!,_sha_; haye:,.s_h:i.e_,ec_ti_e..::,.po_er._ and :pe.rfo.r_.. ,:s.uch>dufie.s

_,$_ 'as,ma 'bei@si eE,to h'_ b,_.,the,_overn_r qr, prescribed by

.... _gf_,tte:_,=te!_,Sed_O!ga_q':_,et;cQf !t:e
t , > • • , "1"_

._>__._V,&_n_i,Isla-_Is ,:"{68,:_,Smt,-:.....=.... 49.7;,.._...rc50.:3,,,......-:48::=,U_,S._,_,.... 1:593)

-_I; :i_.dd_.t,e_-Lan4_;e.p:liacgI_by,t-he.fol:lp_g_ n_w prQ_i._ion_al_.O

16 ,-, eSlltlate c n;,12 w:,_.:,'.... : ' +,+"+"','+ _):i_'+*/>x, +" +.

gg r

._Tb#=.1 ,_$_¢,,t2. ,>A,ny,, Go,v::er'ngr_,_ ,.i _,.Qgil .or:,._.o,flhl

:,2_.9._i,jl}u.,m::pf,;tht_ p e!Ls_o_Ir_;:,_eg_ste_r,ed-,_Q,vo.te_ishall _vo¢.ei-_;if_a_or_:6f

2l recall at a referendum _r.elect, on_:._,_-._:._:_,,_,_,,,,_i:t

, . _.e._oo%_,o•, 3' - .aua4..'t._ _

:a_ :i:uifig,t_e&zbyi_he_._Legislatu,reof, the VitgiU ;Islands, =fotlowii_g

25 a two.t,hirds vote of the members of the legislature in favor

" ', COPY LBJ LIBRARY.
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•:_1"6f!a referendum; .or by a:petitiorr to. _thelegislature of 25 p._r

-_2_:-::eentu_.of: :the,. ,people'.,i'egistered .to vote.• in_ _he,.:¥irgln
t

,:._ .Isl_ndS.'_.:_i, . , ,: , : :. ,_ .: ...... .,.:..,:_ ._.,,,_,:,_ _

',_ :t,: ,.,;SEe.; 6, _ffective on.:the[ date of enae_inent,:of thi§ _c.t

_i 5, section 13_6Lthe:.:Revised Orgarrie,,&et'0f the: ¥:ir_ Islands

!_.6__';(_68_,St_t_:::49.'7,503; 48: ;U:S.C:' :t594 )_ _s_hereby .repealed.

' 7: ;:'i i:,,S_c. 7., (a), .Section_t4 of the,_evisdd Organic_ct"bf

_8'_,_the:Virgil ,tslk,nds, _(.68'_St_/t_.<49:7,,:50a_.;:'iaz8:i_:S:_ d 1:595),

. In._case..o the_,tempbiYaryidirS_b_:i;ty(b_"_0 "SEe. 14. (a) " " f ,

ll_.:temp0rary _a_l_:s'endbof,::the',Go:zernor,._ the:._Lieut:e_a_flt,.. :, •Govdr:-.

'_8i)'_,A ",:"_r,._,_:In,case,:o_ia_.!permanent:' vacar/icy_in,_.,the:o._Ce_i_f

1:4,,:Gbverndr, arising byxeason:.of :_hejdeath:;.zes_gnatmn,_remova_l

,1_,, by recalls,or !:pe_nent ,di_abiht_ of_ the_e_or_.nor bhb

.1_6_.dea_h,.,,resignation'::o_i",_p.e_apent !_fl!sa_flit_,.,Of_:-a•_o:_ernbi':

:_7_re-lec__oi'__for_any!_otherbr_iasonithei.Lieute.na,nt 'Governor _)i-

:_8°_iefitdnahV_'Go_/emor-ele&:, _ha:lI!bekbme,::the.-._o_embr, ._tb

un_fl ,his successor,t9_: hold_office fo_::the.,_une_l_r-ed,tbrm;:t_nit;; _" ,"" _' o,-

'20_ shkli ha_e bedh !duly:elec._e&an d_qua.lifted:,at _the;next'_regul_/'

22 "(e) In ca_b'of.tt/e!Jt_mporhry 'disabilibyt:o_:tempora_

,.23_absende 0f:the _:Lieutenant,:_Go:cernbr, or,;_u_g_:,_hy period

:24. ,_¢:h_n flie:'Lieutenan_: Gd_-e_or _"........ ' _'_ • "

25 President of the Legislature shall act as Leutenant Governor.



8

_,1,_,:_" "(d;)_ :_n_:case; iof,_a-.permanent vacancy, i.n_:She.office ,of

i.2;!:,;_ieu_6nanf Go_ernor,;.arisin'g::by: re.ason of the death;,resig-

3 nation, rcmov"A by recap, or permanent disKbi:lityifff the

,. .,=4; Li6u_enant_ _Gov,errfor, o.r:.hehause .the. Lieutenant ' .Goverr_or

_,..15_,b_. Lieu_nant _o;-¢e._o_etedi_ ,has. s.udceeded,_tO_the, 'office ,of

.!_i_Ggv, erp-br,._.,the G:o_ve_or',shall, appoiat a_:ne_i_Li'_at, en_nt

_., with, _he, My.lee+-and_,consent of..the;: l_gislature,

8:._foI ' ;_ _ _ _' ......... • . :.• hol& offiee,-for:,th.e,u_exp_r.ed .term, a:ndi_ltil._-his -_success0r

9 shall have been duly electedYa_d,_q_m_ed at the. nextxe_ulhr

•t0 .¢6_ectrorr for_ieutenant, Governor.._ ' _ :-: : ,

, _(e:)mIn--case oL the temporary d_sabfi_ty_or_,,tqmporaxy

12 absence of botb4he,_overnor', and'. t.he, Eleu_enana._Go_ernor,

,;-b_e 150'Wer's o:f:_.the: Govenaor.:<_halli_be_ exe_3Isec_# _s Actiii_

_4_,_o,:vern:or, vby' _su¢.h _p_s6n :ias_the:qaw/_ 9_ ;the. V,,i,r_i-n_,Islands

..15;m_y_,presefibe_",_ I:n_c_s_,! ofi!a ._pemnanent'_vacancy hi,. _the

_.6m_affi:_e_:of!b0$iYt_e_._ov.ernor,_a_d "Lieutdnaati.Gove'rno_, th6

be_.fiille&_for_tke.une,xp_,re6',tdrm _ih

.2_;_Terson_ _actm__as')G:6_elm'O__or,_Emuterra,n_t_o_erno" _.hb_ d@_

21 not also assume the office of Gov.enmr _o_¢Liduterian_,:Go_;

22;',,e or_ el, ovisionstof_th;rs,Ae_:, ,; ,; ,

,, ' ,,l_,e,¢_se4,0rgame '&c_-;bf _h'623[ _'._:I_:,,)(_b)?,,:Sedfior_j.;5,.:of,41/e '- ".... '

2_ Virgi,rf:_I_la:nds,__(_68 S,ta_._;,_9,7,_._504:;'_48:_.U:S:_i _t:596), :_-is

" i_ i:_ ::_!. .... _ "'_ ........ i

[-dOi --L5 i
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.. ,,-._ .S c.,-8,. Subsectmn, (a'), bf-sd¢_ion ;!6;:of:'the,:Revi_ed

;_.:_[3v_:g9_, _,50_,,__48_,!Ui.S.G.,.1597,_a) ) ,,_,,Is'_amen_ed by,"rdetet_:ng"

:, _ ,'fl_erefrom!tlie,] ' " " ' • " ' '- "

:,_5 _,, h,: _S_e:,9J._,(@)_'xEffect!veromth__ _' ' ' ..... ,, .daCe:of ,the'enactment_of _this

i "'_fi "_:ct_'seet1°n_47_; _t_sectio_, (!e),_of')tbe 'Revi_ed{_0rganie Act
¢

. i_ _,of"the, _.i_gini _slands _!(68 S_,_!..497-,.'504 ,_-..4_...._._.T.T,_ c' _1599

8 (c)) is amended to read as follows: "(d)o_It;sl_'_]l_be:,' ', _the_ ditty

....... b ng_l;o:;t_he:at_efitlonof _le

i_03oS.ee_eta,__; o%_-;_he-:_._tnte_0_an,di;the,_@o_¥ernor_.bf_ttie,_)Vir$_

' ',Is]ands,..a]]. _gi_lures_to diillect_ii_oa_tsi:Mub;_the'_g:0_ernmeat,

cl_t')a_nfl'e'xperrdJ_e_dtJ_ds_,_oi!_ases _o__pr0pbrt_9.w.,hich _-e

v _egu:la:r¢ -;u,nnecess_ry, i_or_._,not_p.ursuantr.t_ ,.law. _I,_Th_r__uttit

actl_mes_ :of__the<_goxern_en_,.comp:trol_er _hall ibe,:!di_ected?:sb

-':1-5i.; -' '_ ' _ " ......... ,
:_,._., t_s:__o _)(I1)o_rmg_6ve _';_he,/efliclency)an'& _economy! 0f_,p_ogra_s

• dSpansIbllitfi_efi, mlSen_:_Up_n_hqc@o_gress ta_ins@e flTgt

19 treasu,ry _bfi,_he_o_e_en:t) obbh_e_irgm; ]Mands_a_e[l_r6_-

. "/d,rly,,a_e_ou_te&_fo_an.d.,._a_ttli.ted... v-.. _.-'_,.':',.;.q_- ,"h:). _)!:

2_..;, _ ,.:_i(t}:_):_Effe:e_e'_on__$h_MAte,of -_ ...... _ . . "':_'_.- ; .... " "' '" ° _ enactmenl;.'-_f_thi.s_.'et S.d_

,,_nded, '_:_amended " _ " _ ' ".... to. read.as :follc_w:s.!. ,(f),.,I._ithe_:_over-

,_,"_nor ito:es_ndt _'e6n_ iia the. ,taking. of.,an/appeM_,t6 _h,e Se_6:
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1 under the general administrative supervision of the Secre-

2 tary of the Interior."

3 SE¢. 14. Effective on the date of enactment of this Act,

4 section 19 of the Revised Organic Act of the Virg_n Islands

5 (68 Star. 505; 48 U.S.C. 1632) is amended by deleting the

6 word "annually".

7 ,SEc. 4_. 15. Those provisions necessary to authorize the

8 holding of an election for Goyernor and Lieutenant Governor

9 on November 3, 1970, shall be effective on January 1, 1970. a

10 All other provisions of this Act, unless otherwise expressly

11 provided herein, shall be effective January 4, 1971.

12 SEC. 44:. 16. This Act may be cited as the "Virgin

13 Islands Elective Governor Act".
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