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I briaz to you and all other members of this august body greetingsfr

ny col]eavues in the House of Reovresentatives and the Senate of.
the Condress'of Micronesia and the people of the Trust Terxitoxy.
it is a great privileze and honor for me to be accorded the oppor-
tunity to appear before you today, I will always cherish the
honor and the experlence, :

OQur Hiszh Commissioner, the Honoxable William R, MNorwood, has
amply v resented to thig Councll the past accomplishments, current
prozrams and future planninz for the Trust Territory Government, and
there is no need for me to impose on the time and iandul~ence of this
Council in repeatins these mattiers,

There are three wgYS to view aad evaluate problems and con-
ditions in the Trust Territory - throuzh the eyes ol the U. N,
Visiting Missions to the Trust Territory, the most recent such
mission hawviny visited the area earlier this yearjy throuzh the eyes
of the Admiqisueridv futhority; or throuzh the eyes of the Mlc:o—
nesiaa Bméple &hcmselv»s

1 would like to address nyself to the task of preseating to
this Council a brief review of some of the major »roblems we have
and areas of proyress which have been made, as I think the Micro-
aesians in reneral see them and speciiically as I think the Con-
5ress of‘MicrqneBia sees these problems and progress,

It s&oa‘d be oﬁxnued .out at the outset that the challeazes in
Micronesia are eaormous in their complexity and maszihitude and nearly
overwhelmning in their profusion and seemiag ability to multiply,
while the tools, the eguiwment and the resources necessary to com-
bat these challenges dre not always available either in the quality
or quaatity reguired, “ L

The migslion cf developinz a 7iab1e econony -~ a brimarﬁ coisid-
eration in the total advanbemea* * the Territory - has been dif-
ficult, althoush much has beed aceo mnllshna and mope coatinues to
be sccomplished, hi}e recosaiziac that many of the difficulties
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in developinz a viable economy in Micronesia are due to paysical
factors which have built-in limitations on what can be done, such
as the islands' scattered location, small size aad iasularity as -
well as their deficiency in most of the natural resources zenexrally
considered esseatial for the develommeat of iadustry, we feel that
there are existinzy wproblems and 'conditions which can and should be
eliminated in order to accelerate further economic develomnment and
srowth,

Several of these are easily ideatifiable:
' )

The existinz tariff oxn Micronesiaa goods eaterinz the Tnited
States, the rest*xcthIS on trade betweea Micronesia aad foreizn
countries, the “est rictive policies on'immizration and admission
of noa-U,S, citizeas into the Trust Territory, and the ianfusioan of
more U, 8, and forelzn capital and skilled maapower should at this
time be examined and evaluated ia the lizht of nreseat demands aind
future economic needs of the Territory.

The role of the Goverament in the total ecoaomy of Micronesia
must he tempered b7 the increasiny cavacity of Microanesian eatre-
prenours to assume a more active role and pvarticipation in the

cononic develomment of the islands, Personally, I do not want to
see the zoverament dominatinzs the whole field of ecoaomic develon-
ment prozrams merely becausesit has financial credit, monopoly of
skilled mampower, size and orgaalzatioan, I prefer seeing the zovera-
ment steeriny away from economic development projrams and providing
incentives to the nrivate sector to wax and grow in a laissez faire
atmosphere, If this means hriazias in foreizn capital and labor,
we would like to see a movement in that direction by abhandoning
certaln restrictions with the ajproval of the Congress of Micronesgia;

- maintaining or creatias, however, whatever safezuards will be nec-

egsary to iasure that the Micronesiaas w111 share in the resulting
prosperity,

We would like to see in the Trust Territory zreater progress in
he modernization and rationalization of land development, azriculture,
lorestry aand fishery vprozrams, Many Micronesians feel that the Trust

erritory can beanefit from technical assistance axd expertise avail-
able from other U. 35, Joverament Azeacies, such as the Department of
Azriculture, Bureau of Land Managemént, Public Health Service, the
Departmeat of Labor and so forth, e Peace Corps has beear a bless~
ing to Micronesia and the programe under the DIfice of Zconomic Oppor-
tunity which are just begianing to zet off the zrouad loock very '!
vromisinz, , ' . : : i
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Periaaps more techaical assistatce and experts could o obtained from
South Pacific countries such as fustralia and Mew Zealand, aad $o
forth,

The Government continues to hold title ta .and coatrol a greal
percentage of arable land, The homestead procran as a method of
returninc lands to Micronesians has not kept abreast with modera lead
development and land manasemeint practices, with the steadily growing
population and the coneurreat demand for plaaned azriculture, indus-
trial and resideatial subdivisions, As tand is basgic to a viable
econony, it isg essential that,land manazement be staffed in each dis-
trict with experienced professional and techaical péysonael and that
traiaing progrmné;currently in overation be ealarzed, s 7

Ia two and perhaps three districis, the people have shown an
ecazgraess to develop tourism as aa industry, but such a proposition
appears gsaddled with difficuities such as lénd use planning, poor
water gystems, lack of power and sewase systeas, combined with poor
roads aad @ senerally inadequate transportaﬁion system, It is
eacourasing to the Yieronesians toO note,hovever, . that the Adminig=~
tration is coznizant of these difficulties and of the zreat potens-
tial of tourism in Micronesia and has already takea some of the
necessayy first steps, 1a the direction of developiné_this industry.

While traveling throuzh the six agistricts in Jaauary and Feb=
ruary, the Interim Committees of tneé Senate and the House of the
Concress of Micronasiafnoted that puklic health services, esnecially
i3 the outer islands, coatinue to he plazued bY ditfioulties in
comaunications and traasportation, iaadequate sunplies and acpepgable
facil;ﬁies‘and properlLy trained man?awer,to do a decent job, C

In the field of education, hi~h school graduates are zenerally
11l-prepared to earn 3 1iving in Micronesia, This is because the
curriculun 1is primarily scademic and colleze preparatory,‘eventhough
the zreat.majority of the hizh school craduates do ot 50 03 to colleze,
It is our hope_thgﬁ the curreat gtudy of our educational svstem will
zive breadth, gcope, orieatation aad directlon as to where our school
pra_von should hoad,” It appears that we noed, not only Micronesians - in
iaw, medicine. and the iiberal ayis, but olsowand ‘in greater nunbers -
those trained asxtechnicians,ﬂadministrative, executive and maaagerial
persosinel, bookeepers, gkilled machine overators, craftsmen and other
skiiled workers, Thus, our educatioaal system ghould at this staze
be orieated towards hish-level i eronesian manpower for the critically
important administrativé, techaical aag educational work of develop-
meat and nation-building, osether with intermediate~level supporting
occupations aid towards meking provision for trajaing larger aumbers
‘of skilled workers, artisans, ereftsmen and operatives required for
an igland-econonice developne ' o ‘
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v of cornorations and husinesses

Ia commerce, the business capacit:
i the Trust Territory lacks the standing and stature to secure loans
ad finanecial credit on par with like Dusinesses aad companies out-—

side the Territory at the vrevailiar market level of economic activity.
The several credit unioas . and cooperative associations which serve
now as a mainstay of connerc1a} activity for many Micronesians are
only receatly berinaing to have any significant influeace on the
stream of commerce aad would not have any overriding effect oa the
total economy for some time to cone,

By recountinz all these thinzs, I do 2ot mean to slight the
prozress that has been made n Micronesia, nor do I intend to be-
little the positive aad ambitious plans aad programs now bei@g carried
out in the Trustg lerritory, lor do I mean to imply that these prob-
lems are the problems of the Administration alone, axd not of the
Iiicronesians themselves as well, Rather, by doiaz so I feel that
this body can better appreciate the many challeanses, proglems and
tasks remaining bDefore all of us in kicronesia, despite uarelentinz
and sustaized efforts of the Administerinr Authority aad the people
of Micronesia to seek aad explore new aveaues of solutions to solve

these problens, '
My colleazues in the House and the Senate of the Coazress of

Micronesia place great trust and coafidence ia our enerzetic High
Comanissioner and in the Uaited utates as the fdninisteriar Authority
for the Trust Territory of £he Pacific Islaads, There is, I believe,
a menuine feellnz of partiaershin between the Administration and the
Jon~ress of Micronesia, The development prozram for the Trust Tervi-
tory which our Hish Commisgsioner has preseited here has our explicit
endorsement, The newly raised ceiling of federal srant expenditures
in the Trust Territory comiay shortly after the release of the Hathan
Report and the Recononic Develomment Plan for licronesia is a timely
hlessinz for the jeople of Micronesia,

-

”He Conzress of Microaesia intends to play a key role in the
direction and the manner in which the over-all develomment of Micro-
pesia will take, 4lthoush circumscribed by the exteat of its lezal-
authority and the resources available at its disposal, the Conzress
stroarly favors more involvement and particivation of Micronesians -
in the political aad econonic .develozment of the Trust Territoxy.
There are already some 7er) €lCOUTAT sirns that we are goinz to
move in this direction more ranidly,

But pernaos this preseatation w111 not be ﬂomplete if 1 do%not
make mention of the politicaj gnture of Micronesia, Ve ia the
sware of the urzeacy of this question
1z the last two sessioas of t@e

>ress of [Hicronesia are

-

and have deliberated upon 1t
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Conzress, We recozaize that Micronesia is but one of three remaining

. Trusteoeships and the strides that Hauru aad New Guinea are making

towards self-determination and,possible iadependeice i1 the next

few 7ears have not zone unnoticed by the Conzress of iMicroaesia, A
aumber of measures ia bills and resolutioans were iantroduced ina

the last session of the Coazress proposins to create a commission

to malke a s’ ady and recommendations; others called upon desisnated
persons to make such a stud§|and make. kinewn their feelinzs, These
expressions of ilaterest, however, are only tentative and perhawps
premature, We do not want to exercise, at this poiat ia time, our
interest and risht of self-determiration uatil our neopnle have ac~
guired a first-hand kaowledze of hoth the benefits and the respon-
sibilities uader each of the possible alternatives 1a the preseat
20th Century coatext. We want a chance to learn the' issues so

that we cax wisely exercise thé rizht to choose our political future,
We hope that time is oa ocur side, We feel most fortunate that during
this interim period we have as our partner in the develomment of our
islands tae United States of America, _ ' L

The Micronesians do naot ask for much, We do 2ot want to have our
islands as a political buffer area aor do we want to ke buffeted
arouad 12 international politics., We would like to have, however,

a neasure of economic well-~beins, a measure of acceptable liviazx
staadards, aaxd a measure of politlical stability so that whatever

the decislon will be regzarding our future nolitical status licronesia
can meaninzfully coatribute to the veace and security of the Commuaity
oX nations, This, after all, was the purpose, if not the reason,
Iicronesia came uader the Trusteeship Courecil of the Uaited Hations,
and it is certainly the reasoa for which I was selected by ny col- .
leazues in the House of Representatives of the Coazress of Micronesia
to appear before you today, Thank rou very much,
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