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STAI_'O_D RESF__ TFA/_ }L_TS WITH TT EDUCATOP_$

Saipan, Maris_ua Islands, Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands,

June I_ . . . Staff members of the Sts/%ford Research Institute in

L

California are meeti_z th_s week with the Trust Territory educators to

_ discuss eritic_l issues in _:_icronesis_ education and to explore ways to

resolve them."

Held in Saipan, the territorT-wide conference iS the first of two

major co-_ferences to be held for the Stanford P_esearch _'roup and Trust

Territory Department of Education. I_t began Saturday, June 17, and will

end this Friday. At the conclusion of the conference, the Stanford

researchers will travel amo:._Z the districts for about three weeks and seek

_ _"_..... _ :.__h answers to questions raised at the conference.

The team has been visitinz various districts in the Trust Territory

since mld-._lay and will continue their travels throuzh October. Durln S

this time intensive studies of educational needs in _icronesia are being

carried out with a lon_-term zoal of developinc plans for suidinI educa-

tlonal development in the Trust Territory.

"A finally refi_ed and fully operational b.!uep-_-int is obviously

difficult and,perhaps, impossible to develop within a six-month period,"

'_ ..........' _'_ "it iS intended that the work willsaid _r. Trace_ "However'_' he said,

result in a first approximation of an educational maste;: plan that is in
• ...
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harmony with the bread objectives of political and eco_omlc development

and with ms_power needs in Micronesia.

Enlistin_ the'help of the Stanford Research Instituter a nonpr6fit

corporation, the Trust Territary sent the Institute members into the

districts to obtain opinions from Micronesians and Trust Territory _overn-

ment personnel regarding _a_o_ issues and problems facing Micronesia--now
i

end'.in the foreseeable futur?--to which education presents_at least

a partial solution.

Durin_ their fsami!iarizatlon visits, the Institute staff discussed

such problems as goals of Micronesian education that are in keeping with

political and economic develo_nent, school curricula sa%d courses of study,

training and qua!ity of educational staff, alternatives in school organ-

ization, and means for obtaSning community involvement in school programs.

They also reviewed schoo! facility needsp financial requirements for

education, education and trainin_ opportunities for Micronesians outside

the Trust Territory, needs for vocational trainin_ and other occupationally

relevant instruction_ informal educational a_proaches (radio and newspapers_

assoclatlons, etc.), and educational standards a_d evaluation.

After analyzing coramentsmade about these areas by the TruSt Territory

personnel and through personal observation, the Stanford _roup prepared

"issue statements" to provide the _ramework for the conference now being

he_.d.

"A_ter identifyin_ the critical issues, the conferees plsa_ to ex-

p!ore technically feasible, psycholo_icall_ acceptable, and economically-

@ _. . .
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realistic means by which the issues might be resolved," said Mr. John

Trace, Director of the Education Department and director of this special

project. These methods will then be reviewed in the districts.

From July 2_ through Au_. 4, a Second session of the conference

will be held to reconsider the deliberations of the first conference,

incorporate new ideas developed durin_ district visits, and attempt to
t

reach some consensus on priority issues and promising approaches for

resolvlng them_

Members of the Stanford Research Institute staff include Dr. Phll

Sorensen, Leonard Henny_ Richard Pearse, Keith Bezanson, Frank Mahony,

and Howard Brooks. Assistant to the project director, Mr. Trace, is

Carl Daeufer, coordinator for secondary school programs in the Trust

Territory.
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