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PALAUDiSTRiCT 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.
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Roman Tmetuchl

PONAPE DiSTRiCT
BaileyOlter Dear President Nixon:
Ambllos lehsi _'

TRUKDiSTRICT At this crucial phase in Micronesia's development toward
Tosiwo Nakayama
AndonAmaraich self-government, we would like to bring to your attention

a matter which we feel deserves serious and immediate

_ attention by the United States of America as AdministeringYAP DISTRICT
PetrusTun Authority of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. _'
Rafel Moonfell

The matter to which we refer is the selection of the

lhighest officials in the executive and judicial branches of

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES the Trust Territory Government. We believe that in consid-
eration of the past progress made in our political development

SPEAKER and in view of the exegeses of such future development that
BethweiHenry it has now become essential--if not mandatory--to select

MARIANASDISTRICT qualified Micronesian citizens in such high positions j and
Felipe Atalig
HermanGuerrero tO solicit the advice of the legislative branch of the Trust

carIoss.oda Territory Government regarding such selections.
MARSHALLS DISTRICT

AtaJl Baios
ChariesOomnick The Congress of 1¢icronesia, under the authority vested in it

HanrySamual by Public Law No. 4C-48, and as amended by Public Law 4C-91,Ekpap Silk
render to the executive branch its ':Advice and Consent"may now

PALAUpoiycarpDiSTRiCTBasiiiuson major appointments of the High Commissioner including all
TarkongPedro Directors of their departments and their deputies, and all
Timothy Olkerill

District Administrators and their deputies. We would also
PC)NAPE DISTRICT

BethwelHenry respectfully refer you to House Joint Resolution No. 77, adopt-
H_InrichIrlart, ed during the Second Regular Session of the Fourth CongressOiter Paul

JoabSlgrah of Micronesia, which requests that the legislative branch

TRUKDISTRICT play a greater part in the selection of the High Commissioner,
EndyOois the Deputy High Commissioner and the Chief and Associate
Sasauo Haruo

MaaaoNakayama Justices of the Trust Territory.
Ray Setik
Hans Willander

In consideration of the past responsible actions of the
YAP DISTRICT

JohnMangefei Congress in this regard, the availability of qualified
John Rugullmar
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Micronesian administrators, the fact that the executive

branch of the U.S. Government may soon be reorganized and

particularly in consideration of the mandates of the
agreement between the United States and the United Nations

regarding the former Japanese mandated islands, we would _ •
_thus now like to respectfully request that the United States

Government give serious consideration to appointing _cro- i
_nesian citizens to the positions of High Commissioner, Deputy i

|High Commissioner and the Chief and Associate Justices of t_ i
ITrust Territory Government. In addition, we oe±meve =nan

legislative branch of the Government should be involved either
directly, through advice and consent, or at a minimum, through
informal advice and recommendation relative to such appoint-

ments. We are thoroughly convinced of the equity of the

democratic process under which Micronesia has been governed

by the United States during the past quarter of a century. We
are also aware of the many examples in the history of the

governments of the nations of the world, including that of
the United States of America, where rule imposed by those

other than the people being governed is not only onerous, but

inequitable to the governed. The continuance of such imposed
administration in the past has more often than not led to

resentment, revolt, and revolution. We do not espouse such

disturbing courses, neither do we contemplate their emergence _
relative to the administration of the Trust Territory. We

feel certain that the people of Micronesia fully embrace the

principles of the democratic processes to resolve whatever
obstacles or encumbrances which many constrain them in reach-

ing the goals of self-government and self-determination. We

say this because we consider it self-evident the past political

progress made by the people of _icronesia through the orderly
and lawful processes of petitions, resolutions, and laws. We

thus see the appointment--and eventual election--of Micronesians

to these positions as logical and inevitable, in consonance

with the principles of democracy and the mandates of the
Trusteeship Agreement. We might also note that our advocacy

of appointment of l_icronesians is not specifically linked to
dissatisfaction with the present American administrators, but

rather to the sure knowledge that Micronesia must be admin-

istered by Micronesians--sooner, rather than later--and that

an appointed official, no matter how sincere and involved

he may be, cannot have the same acuity of feeling for a
country that a person does who is born, lives and dies in
that country.

In short, Mr. President, we believe it is time for l_icronesia

to take another important step forward toward self-government.
We assert this in the positive sense of the words of the

great British statesman David Lloyd George: "Liberty is
not merely a privilege to be conferred; it is a habit to be

acquired."
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Your response regarding our proposals at your convenience

is respectfully solicited. >_
,. w

Congress of l,_c'ronesia

Speaker, House of Representatives
Congress of ilicronesia

cc: The Honorable Rogers C. B. Morton
Secretary, The Department of the Interior

The Honorable President

T1ie United Nations Trusteeship Council

Cnairman_ Senate Committee on

Interior and Insular Affairs _

Chairman, House of Representatives
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs

The Honorable Stanley S. Carpenter
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Territorial Affairs

The Honorable Franklin Haydn Williams
Presidential Ambassador

Office of Micronesian Status Negotiations

The Honorable Edward E. Johnston

High Commissioner, Trust Territory ..
of the Pacific Islands

•The Honorable Lazarus Salii

Chairman, Joint Committee on Future Status

All Senators and all Representatives
• Congress of Micronesia
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 5"T"._/REFERRAL

To: ' The Secretary of the Interior Datez December 15, 1972

ACTION REQUESTED

Dz_t reply for**

President's siqnature.

Undorsigned's signature.
NOTE

Memorandum for use as enclosure to

reply. Prompt ,wtlon is essential,

Direct reply. If more than 72 hours' delay is encountered,

Furnish information copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately, _
Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
Furnish copy of reply, if any. draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-

quested.

For your information.

__ For comment.

REMARKS:

bcc: /Frederic V. Malek, Special Assistant to the President

John Campbell, Domestic Council

Description:

Letter: Telegram: Other:

To: The President

From: Amata_abua, President, S_te; Bethwe_Henry, Speaker, House of Repre-

])ate: 12/1/72 sentatives, Congress of Micronesia, Saipan, Maria_na Is.

Subject: Re selection of highest o_ficials in the Executive and judicial branches of

the Trust Territory Gox_ernment.

By direction oi the President:

Michael B. Smith

Staff As sistant

rah

(Copy to remain with correspondence)


