
_-_ United States Department of the Interior
_ OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY _

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

January 23. 1973

Memorandum

To: Mr. Michael B. Smithi Staff Assistant, The White House

Subject: Micronesia - letter from former High Commissioner,
Mr. Midkiff

Attached is a proposed reply from you to Mr. Midkiff's letter

of December 26 to the President commenting on his recent trip to

MicroneSia and giving his views on future U.S.-Micronesian rela-

tions.

I believe that a short, non-committal reply is in order in

view of theunexceptionable nature of Mr. Midkiff's comments

and the fact that Ambassador Williams, who encouraged Midkiff's

trip, will not return from his extended trip to the Western _
Pacific until mid-February.
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3a_ry 24. 1973 /

Dear Mr. Mldkif_

Y_ te_er of December 26. 1972. to the PRside_ reporetn8 on
re,at t_tp to the T_ Tertiary of the Putflc Islands

was very _h appro_ted, The sr_s 18 _ _ wVrJLchthe
p_sident hae _ a personal Lubereat for a numbe_ of years, and
I csn assure y_ _t _ r_tians wtU be 8Jven_refut
co_siderBtlo_

_tus Nego_ens. The observa_ons _ c:e_etlve s_es_
contsbmd l= _ le_,,r _re, therefore, putl_y timely. Yo_
may be su_s _ 'w_| be tsken ful|y into s¢_ d_trtn$ the course
_i_that study, wM_h _ cea_t_ a series of Mmperts_t re_oramen-
da_tens for the Presiden_

The specific p__S yo_ cite are. of course. _ jiven prlo_
sttent_n by HAgh _s_ _ohnston snd _ respensib_e
o_ictsts h=

As you may be aware, A_nbass_dor Wt_ is now _ _n e_tended
in Asia and will undoubtedlyhave f_rther commsnts for you on

his retms_

Wl_Itbeet_sh_s_

Sh_ce_ee|y+

Roland L. _iUo_

" _ Spells! Assistant
to the President

!t19 Kateka_wltaS_'ee¢
Honolulu., _waU
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