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To: The Chaiman, .Under Secretaries Committee

From: Franklin Haydn Williams, The President's Personal Representative
for Micronesian Status Negotiations

Subject: Micronesian Status Negotiations

Since I sent you my memorand_n of November 22, 1972,
on this subject several things have occurred which render
academic the _luestion of proceeding in the near future to a
seventh round of negotiations with the Microneslan Joint Future
Status Commission (JFSC).

In that memorandumI stated that no final decisionwould
o be made on the time of any future meetings until discussions_T_ -_,

:_ could be held with the Chairmanof the JFSC to determinewhether
or not satisfactoryarrangementscould be worked out. I have now o
been advisedby him that there are difficultiesof such a nature '
as to make it impossiblefrom their standpointto resume negotia-

tions before the Congressof Micronesianmeets. No seventh round o
accordinglycan be held before March 1973 at the earliest.

0

Meanwhile,as indicatedin my November22 memorandumwe are
proceedingwith plans to meet on December 13 and 14 in Saipan
with the Marianasdelegationto open talks officiallyleading
to their permanentassociationwith the United States.

Whether or not we will be able to proceedin the i_ediate
futurewith the Palau land survey is a matter I will discuss
with Micronesianofficialsduring my forthcomingtrip.

I hope that favorableaction can be taken on my recommendation
for a study in depth of the "independenceoption"and that it can
be presentedfor decisionby the Presidentin timely fashion so
that his decision can be reflectedin the U.S. position to be
drawn up for the next formalnegotiatinground with the Micronesians.


