
January 23, 1973

Memorandum

To: Mr. Mid, ael B. Smith, Staff Assistant, The White House

Subject: Micronesia - letter from former High Co_mdssloner,
Mr. Midkiff

Attached is a proposed reply from you to Mr. Midklff's letter

of December 26 to the President commenting on his recent trip to

Micronesla and giving his views on future U.S.-Micronesian rela-
tlons.

I believe that a short, non-committal reply is in order in .
view of the unexceptionable nature of Mr. Midkiff's comments

o and the fact that Ambassador Williams, who encouraged D_dkiff's _"
m

trip, will not return from his extended trip to the Western
Pacific until mld-February.
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J.M. Wilson_ Jr.

U.S. Deputy Representative for

Dticronesia Status Negotiations
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_ear Mr. _dkiff:

Your letter of t_ece_er 26, 197_, to the Pr_ident reporting

on your recent: trip tO the Trust Territory of the Pacific Isl_ds

was very much appreciated. The area is one in which the Pre_ldent

has had a personal iutere_t for a m_er of years. Your re¢o_nda-

ticks accordinsly will be eonsldered with the greatest of ears and

attention.

In particular you should k-a_ that a spe_inl study of our

relations _£_h Micronesia is currently being done under the dlreetiom

of Ambassador Willla_, the Presldent_s Personal _presentatlve for

Microneslan Status Neg_tiatlens. _e observations and eonstrw_tive

_'

sus_estlons eontalned in your letter are therefore particularly :_

timely. You may be sure they will be taken fully into account

during _he ceuzse of that study, which wili contain a series of

important re_ndatlons for the President. _

The speelfle problems you cite are, of cOUrSe, beln_ given !_

prie_Ity attention by Righ Commissioner Johr_teu a_ other responsible

officials in Salpau.

AS you may be aware, AmSassa_or Williams is _ow on an extended

trip iv, Asia and will undoubtedly have further comments for you on

his return.

Sincerely yours,

/

Mi_/mel B. SMith ;.....

Staff Assistan_ _i.


