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RS peace the ‘United States has the opportu-

wxlldoso

‘system they had begun to' ‘experience for. the.
.. first time in their history. It was agreed in’

N ',by successive’ waves of ~fore1gn domination

The Marlanas‘

.

'In w the Umted States sought to protect
the nght of self-determination for the people‘
of South Vietnam — and failed.

..nity ‘o retrieve - part of that reverse by
honormg the right of self-determmatlon tothe
Jong—harassed people of the Northern Manana, :

' Islahds in the Far Pacific. =
_Ther€ is promxsmg ev1dence that Congro& 7

~The people of the Mananas have beer r:uled

A v'been hvmg under Amencan ‘trustéeship for 30
years and they wanted | more of the ‘political

{- “advance that- unless 55 percent voted.in favor’
owof ‘political union with the U.S., it would not be -
‘binding. The vote.was massw\ly decisive:
With 95 percént going to the polls, 78.8 percent
reglstered their wish to become a permanent .
“¥member of the American famxly Jlike their
8 z;lose neighbor, Guam,‘Which has been Amer—
can territory for 77years. * -
The"'vote 'was ‘a verdict in favor of .a
& .commonwealth relationship  with the U.s.
~.comparable fo Puerto Rico.- Federal " law, :
" including the’ Constitution ‘and the 'Bill - of-
: ‘Rights, will govern the Marianas and local
= government wxll be comparable to that of the
: ‘50 states. -
.. There are sngmflcant advantages whlch
. ‘acctue to- the U.S. Having the Northern
I,vMarlanas as American temtory will ‘enhance
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;% the operating flexibility of Amgilsa_n security " |
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- . choosi g they exercised the
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nd 't,lxéy have emerged a mature

e * When Congress 'fabprbvéd J}the,, trusteeshxp

| ‘agreement with the United Nations Securi

" . Council in-1947, it promised the people of the -
+ ‘Marianas -and "other islands. that 'eventually -

franchise in a v.»'ay 8

‘which should be'a challenge and a model for |
. ~Americans who, though they would not want. |
 tolose their right to vote, fail to it'in large
- numbers. Ifi U.S. congressional elections it is*
. - - not. uncommon for- the vote 'to" be-under 50.
- percent of those €ligible and in presidential -
-~ 'elections the vote does hot often go ‘above:60"
I+ percent. On June 17, 95 percent of the 13,000
- = people of the-Northern Marianas went to the °
. ¥ polls to vote in a UN-observed plebiscite to
.. determine their political future, . T ;
" They knew what they wanted.- They had
béen living under AmeFican trusteeship for30™
- years and they wanted more of the palitical
"« system they had begun to experience for thé
- first time in their history. It was agreed in
;. . advance that-unless 55 percent voted in favor i
. -of political union with the U.S., it would not be ',
. . binding. The vote was massively decisive.
. With 95 percént going to the polls, 78.8 percent
*: ‘registered their wish to become a permanent -
- niember of the American family like their
i~ close neighbor, Guam, Which has been Amer::
- 1can territory for 77 years. T L
. The'vote was' a verdict in-favor- of a ]
- commonwealth’ relationship with the’ ..
L _comparable - fo - Puerto: Rico.- Federal  law, "]
- including the' Constitution ‘and the "Bill of |
: Rights, will govern the' Mariaras’ and local
* governmient will be comparable to that of the
- There "are significant advantages. ‘which
. accrue ‘to- the- U.S: Having - the* Northern +
" Marianas-as American territory. will‘enhance::
7. the operating flexibility of American ‘security
- forces in the Western Pacific += and that was
©_eminently ‘agreeable to, the -people of the
- - Marianas. They knew that our security meant
. their security. As we have learned in Turkey, "
 rortugal, and the Philippines, U.S. bases are
 far more secure than “foreignbases.” . ‘
!~ One question should be candidly raised: -
"~ Will our commitment to defend the Northern_
¥ Mariana Islands:increase: the -possibility of
'+ U.S. military involvement in‘ the* Western -
": Pacific? The answer is doublyno. Wé are
committed to defend Guam which is already
- American territory and is 6nly 20 miles distant .
~  from the Marianas, and we are committed to
 + defend.the: Marianas unde’ UN’ trusteeship.
< No newdefense_commitient is added: The'
" - Mérianas were stepping stonés for an aggres-.
.+ sion in Warld War IT anid theéy will no longer be |
; . inviting to any potential néw aggressor.” .~ ]
. -Ambassador :F. Haydn Williamis, who was -
|~ drafted from private life by President Nixon,
72" to conduct the negotiations which, ended 'so
. constructively,: must have been, an’effective:
. Witness because after his presentation the full
. House Interior Committee voted its approval -
- of the Northern Mariana Commonwealth Cov-
-enant30to0. . o 0
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