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NATION_C_0 RITY COUNCIL

-, • _!I _

i/
i SUBJECT: Gongressional Interest in a Trip to the Northern Marianas
i:

i t •
I Max Friedersdorf. in _,_,.R7[arch" 17(/-nem.orandum (Tab ]:3)informed you

"+ t/ + dth_tt Senator_Bellmon w_she to be included in any delegation.going to

the Marianas for ceremonies relating to President Ford's l_la.rchZ4

•signing of the Covenant, I understand other Congressnn.en ha.ve also

expressed simila.r interests,

The actual establishment of the Goixm_onwealth relationship with the

Northern Marianas will, of course, not take place until the Trusteeship

ends, probably son_etirne in 1980 or 1981. Currently there are no plans

by the Administration to mark the signing of the Covenant with any "

ceremony in the Northern Marianas. _"<:i

Interior, however, thinks it would be a good idea to have so__e cercd(ony

to celebrate the occasion, lunderstand that Ambassador Wllilan%s may

soon be writing the President suggesting that the White Ho_se send a

delegation to Saipan for this purpose,• /

For the time being. I recommend that we inforn_ Gong_'f/::sm.e-nwho

ine_uire that there Rre no present plans to send a de[_a_0n to the islands,

I h_ve prepared a memorandum for your signature.../£o.._[axFriedersdorf

advising him. of the situation, , i!_;!:.i........

RECOMMENDA TION:

That you sign the m.en_orandum at Tab A to Friedersdorf.

Cone.rre oe: 3,%,, .................iii.i,ii_.:.Q:I}.
Le s Janka IU .:v. <::'
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