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Letter: Teleqram: Other:
i

To: President Gerald R. Ford

From: Santiago B. Magofna t
' Date: Dec. 22, 1976

Subject: Magofna forwards Resolution 296-1976 to the President adopted by the Fourth

Northern Mariana Islands Legislation urging U.S. to approve the Constltutlon

of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

By direction oi the President:

Jeanne W. Davis

(White House File Copy)



GOVERNMENTOFTHE NORTHERNMARIANAISLANDS _.
FOURTHNORTHERNMARIANA ISLANDSLEGISLATURE

P. O. BOX 929
SUSUPE,SAIPAN, MARIANA ISLANDS 96950

December 22, 1976

The Honorable Gerald Ford

The President

_ The White HouseWashington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am please to submit tO you for your approval Resolution

No. 296-1976, a resolution urging and requesting the

United States Government to approve the Constitution

of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,

duly adopted by the Fourth Northern Mariana Islands

Legislature during its recently concluded Eighth

Regular Session.

Sincerely yours,

o

Legl_l_ti_e Secret y

attachment: Copy of Res. No. 296-1976
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FOURTH NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS LEGISLATURE

EIGHTH REGULAR SESSION

RESOLUTION NO. 296-1976
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FOURTH NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS LEGISLATURE

EIGHTH REGULAR SESSION

RESOLUTION NO. 296-1976

INTRODUCED BY: SEN. OLYMPIO T. BORJA, DELEGATE-AT-LARGE

SEN. OSCAR C. RASA, DELEGATE-AT-LARGE

SEN. LORENZO I. GUERRERO, SAIPAN

SEN. HERMAN T. PALACIOS, DELEGATE-AT-LARGE

SEN. MANUEL D. MUNA, SAIPAN

A RESOLUTION RESPECTFULLY URGING AND REQUESTING

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT TO APPROVE THE

CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN

MARIANA ISLANDS

WHEREAS, Ariticle II of the Covenant to Establish a Commonwealth

of the Northern Mariana Islands in Political Union with the United States

of America, signed on February 15, 1975, and thereafter approved by

the United States Congress, authorizes the people of the Northern Mariana

Islands to draft and approve a Constitution for their future internal

government; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions on the said Article II, the

Fourth Northern Mariana Islands Legislature enacted District Law No. 4-205,

calling for a Constitutional Convention for the Northern Mariana Islands,

its powers, duties and functions, authorizing appropriation

therefore, and for other purposes; and

WHEREAS, the Northern Marianas Constitutional Convention was held

at Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands, from October 18 to December 6, 1976;

and

WHEREAS, the said Constitutional Convention drafted a Constitution

of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and the President of

the Convention has transmitted the said Constitution to the Resident

commissioner for submission to the people in a referendum; and

WHEREAS, upon approval by popular referendum, the Constitution will

be transmitted to the President of the United States, on behalf of the

Government of the United States, for its consideration; and
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WHEREAS, the Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern

Mariana Islands reflects the political aspirations of the people of the

Northern Mariana Islands, as expressed by their duly elected representatives

sitting in the Constitutional Convention; and

WHEREAS, it is the sense of the Northern Mariana Islands Legislature

that said Constitution is fully consistent with the Covenant to establish

a Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands and those provisions of the

Constitution, treaties and laws of the United States which will be

applicable to the Northern Mariana Islands pursuant to the said Covenant; and

WHEREAS, the Northern Marianas Constitutional Convention has adopted

Resolution No. 17, calling for the prompt consideration and approval of

the Constitution by the Government of the Untied States following its

approval by the people of the Northern Mariana Islands; and

WHEREAS, the approval of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of the

Northern Mariana Islands by the United States Government, in accordance

with Section 202 of the Commonwealth Covenant, will permit the people of

the Northern Mariana Islands to attain their desire for a constitutional

government in political union with the United States of America;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Fourth Northern Mariana Islands

Legislature, Eighth Regular Session, 1976, that the United States

Government is hereby respectfully requested to accord prompt consideration

to and approval of the constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern

Mariana Islands following its approval by popular referendum of the people

of the Northern Mariana Islands; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that certified copies of this Resolution be

transmitted to the President of the United States; to the Secretary of

Interior; to the President of the Senate; to the Speaker of the House

of Representatives; to the Chairman of the Senate Committee on Interior

and Insular Affairs; to the Chairman of the House of Representatives

Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs; to the Chairman of the House

of Representatives Subcommittee on Territorial and Insular Affairs;

to the President's Personal Representative for Micronesian Status

Negotiations; to the Director of the office of Transition Studies and

Planning; to the Resident Commissioner of the Northern Mariana Islands;

and to the President of the Northern Marianas Constitutional Convention.

PASSED BY THE FOURTH NORTHERN MARIANA ISLA_ LEGISLATURE DECEMBER 17, 1976.

/ v;c===
Speaker


