
_AR 27 i_78

The Hono_-zb!e Peter I%. Rosenhlzi_

l°zes_de_ 's Personal Rep=ese._ta/_ve

for Ivficro_es92-= Sh_b_s Nego_oms
i_oozn 3356

Depaz_e=_ of the Int=rlor
WzslLi=_o---, D.C. Z0Z40

Dezr IViZ._-m.Szsszdor:

I woul_ li._eto bring to your a_e_z.__ona_ issue L_,volxiug l_o_en_zl clzi_s

ag_s_ £_e United States Gove.--am_e=_ fizz_. ! believe shoz_Id be raised, z__d

resolved, a_ the }_icro_esieaz S_as lqego_a/ions.

]B_ a._d E._e_eha!< Atolls %vere used _ _e TJ_ted States for atmospheric

nuclear _esti=g ___0_ the period 1948 to 1958. Twemty-_ee tests were

condu_-ted at BL_ _d forte}I-"_ee were conducted at __ne_eta_k. The in-

_.zhih_£s of _hese_£ol!s "were relocz_ecl d_Lring the testq_=_, rand they were

_.ot_osed to raxliB_tio_. The l_._d _eL_. however, s_ered physical

£zlr_e fuTo,",'_the Imzcle_z de_r__.a._ce_sand. fzozzzresidual radiozcti_e con-

%mm:hS_%_o=. In _-dcl_ion, tI_e _h_s of _o ne_ghSori_ ZtoIIs, l_o=gelzp .

U_5.rik, were e-xpose_, a_:ciclem/_/lyto r_._Ozcti_ Zzllout follo_ f-3:*e
l_Izrch !, 19M. Brav_ eest {_m_ _Ii.

The people of these four ztO_.!Srn_}-file clairns ag -_zi_stthe Uni,te_ States

for 6_z-_age or i.nj=l-zI _risi_ o_ of the :nuclezr tes___. !r_the c__=._of_

_5_ Pad Fmz_we_zl<, claizms =nzy _e hrough_ for land d_2_ge or 'Ioss, ,

[[_aeze __s_-n zddit_one/po_e_ for claiIm_ iollo_-z_ res_ _ _/_n-_se

a_olls should there be _e personal ijz_-_, as a result of ex-pos_zre £o

"_ re-_!_uzl rzdi_tiom =or re_z=oved anri_ the cle_ ol_erz_J_oms. In the

_ c_$e of l_on_e_ _ Utirik, there ex_ist-sa pote.zzIzi_lfor perso_ _._n_.

c_z:_-ns zs a result of the acc_dem/ml expos_Ie o£ the people to ___z_lonk.

;" _fforts to resolv_ #]hec:l_ _ss_e _o 4Le_e, s_ as "ex " "gr_ia p_"f'zm_"

_d £he .prov_s_ozts on clzirms in the 1977 Departznen_ of Defense IvIil_ry
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i Const_ction Approp_ion Act, Public Law 94-367, with respect _o

Ene_eta.k, and section 104 of the Territories of _he United States Appro-

priatio= Authorization _, Public La_ 95-134, may not be dispositlve
of the rm_hter.

!::iiii. ... ,,v__ __in_,__I no-_v vvhle xve ar_
_n a Dos_--__: cc do so, and I beiieve _e Zt._t__,s_q._o__a,..o_= o__ter aa oppor-

iii_iI _[icronesia_uazni_h_m_kewith respec_to may proposal _he UnitedS_es
_ might ma/<e in this rega_rd. The approach I propose is to include, in the

i_i_.i agreements te__m4_ the Trust, provision whereby _he Paci{ic Is.land_::iiiii .

_:_::_:agree, in ass_ _le to the land, also to extin_ish _Ii such cl_irm_ _gainst

• _i_i_i_::treatr_e=_ p_ow.ded by the Un_-ea S_a_es for personal _n_ury as z resn_. _ o_
:_i::_:::radiation exi_osure.

......

_ is =y _e_ _ it _ i=_e Uest_.rest ofm.u_:,a st_te__o_ _=
: :ii!i: end to £hese cl_irns, i, therefore, _"reques_ tha_ you include the claims

i:. XSSU_ on the._zoenda xor the Sb_-tus Negotxztions.. Thxs Department also

wil/pursue, sepa=at.ely, with the Deparh_e_n_ of the In_erlor the _ezsib" _zli_

if:, i of _Sing indi-_idual releases in those ins_znCeSSincerels:,wherethe facts permit.

: CC: Secretary of the In_erior
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