
THE WHITE HOUSE

September 21, 1979

MEMORANDUM FOR: RUTH G. VAN CLEVE, Director
Office of Territorial Affairs

Department of Interior

Domestic Policy Staff

SUBJECT: Application of the Fisheries Conservation
.... and Management Act to the Northern Mariana

Is lands

Thank you for sending me a copy of your letter to Congressman

Won Pat concerning problems with the application of the Fisheries

Conservation and Management Act to the Northern Mariana Islands.

As you know, I agree that the preferable way to fully resolve

!iii{i_! this problem is through a legislative solution that will encompassall of the Pacific territories. I have, therefore, suggested to

..... the Justice Department that before seeking a temporary solution for

the N.M.I. problem that might irritate the political situation in
Guam and American Samoa, they investigate the possibility of post-

poning the imperative for a Presidential proclamation while a

legislative approach is attempted. This perhaps could be accomp-

lished through a continuance of the preliminary injunction pre-

venting enforcement of the act.

They are amenable to the suggestion and have agreed to consult with

the parties involved, •including the Coast Guard and the Commerce

Department, and report back to me. If a continuation is felt in-

feasible by the agencies, I will attempt to resolve any problems.

I will advise you further as this develops.
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