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MEMORANDUM

March 25) 1980

Enclosed is a copy of a letter dated March 20, 1980 to Governor Carlos

S. Camacho from 3ohn H. Shenefield 9 Associate Attorney General of the

United States. The letter apologizes for the misunderstanding created by

the recent Immigration and Naturalization Service decision to treat citizens

of the Northern Mariana Islands as aliens.



, ._:_.!--. -. Depm'tmcni ol jusutm

i of the Associate Attorney General

Mngton, D. C 20530

M_ ;h 20, 1980

The Honorable :arlos S. Camacho

Governor, Com_ mwealth of the

Northern Mar ana Islands

Saipan, Marian Islands 96950

Dear Governor i!amacho:

As the A_ociate Attorney Gen tl, one of my responsibil-

ities is the _pervision of the _ ration and Naturalization

Service. In _at capacity, I woul_ to offer you my formal

apology for a nisunderstanding the resulted from a recent
action of the INS concerning the 1 status of citizens of the

Northern Maria %a Islands.

In additJ )n to the apology, to convey to you my

personal assurlnces that I am dired and supervising an imme-The Office of Legal Counsel
diate legal re ,iew of the s
of the Depart_nt of Justice ana legal staff are working

with the INS _ develop the means methods by which this mis-
understanding_an be rectified as as possible. We will, of

course, be wof_ing closely with t of Interior and

its Office of_ssistant Secretary_ Territorial and Inter-
national Affairs to consult with _, your Representative to

the United States, the Honorable ._ard Dlg. Pangelinan, and

other members _f your administrati_.

We all v_ry much regret this convenlence to _Uean_ut_ill
the people of _the Northern Marian_slanas, ana we _ y _

be patient wi_<h us in our efforts _ resolve this problem.

look forward to working with you, _d I hope you will feel free
to contact me,directly if you shou_ have any further questions

or suggestion_. Thank you. _i

_i _ ctfu_ yours,

/Jo_ H. Shenefield {] .

!Ass _ Attorney General

i d !cc: See Attache List
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cc: Edward Dlg. Pangelinan /
Representative to the

United States

J
David Crosland

Acting Commissioner
Immigration and Naturalization

Service

Wallace O. Green
Acting Assistant Secretary for

Territorial and International Affairs

Department of the Interior 'I
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