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The Honorable

The President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:;:

Since assuming my duties as the elected representative to the United
States, I must say that the warm and cooperative attitude of officials
of your Administration has been very gratifying indeed. I have become
concerned, however, at the frequency with which I have had to deal

with cases of federal government discrimination against citizens of

the Northern Mariana Islands on the grounds that they are not Americans.

Fortunately, most of these cases have been resolved amicably. Many
of them arose from a good faith reading of laws and regulations by

that the Covenant itself provides adequate statutory authority for
nondiscriminatory treatment, as long as earlier statutes to the contrary
remain unchanged on the books, confusion will continue to result.

system by citizens
of the Northern Mariana Islands. 1In response to the Interim Report

of the Commission, the Congress enacted and on December 8, 1983, you
approved Public Law 98-213. Sections 19 and 20 of that Act authorize
you to issue one or more proclamations to exempt Northern Marianas

ship to obtain a benefit or avoid a burden or disability. On January

11, 1984, the Chairman of the Commission transmitted a draft proclamation
to the Director of Management and Budget, and I understand that the
period set by OMB for agency comment has expired.
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Thank you.
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