
h

-j;!!!_' ; DEPARTHENT OF STATE
• _i_i !.ii WAS H ING TON

: 131985
Dear Mr. Speaker:

i We are writing you jointly to emphasize the importance ofI i passage of the Micronesian Compact of Free Association as submitted

to Congress by President Reagan.

• The Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands is a unique strategic

:!j!_trusteeship, created in recognition of the fundamental importance of

the area to U.S. security interests. This importance has increased

over the years, in relation to the growing economic vitality of the

Pacific Basin itself. Now, however, the people of the Trust

Territory desire to take up the offer of self-government promised to

them by the Trusteeship Agreement of 1947, and we wish to honor this

obligation while still protecting U.S. security interests.

To this end, four U.S. Administrations have worked with the

Micronesians to create a new relationship of Free Association which

meets the needs of both sides. The Compact provides necessary U.S.

basing rights, and assures indefinite denial of the area to third

countries for military purposes. It also recognizes the wish of the

Micronesians for a greater degree of autonomy and equality, and this
essential element must not be compromised by restrictive

amendments. It is therefore particularly important that the U.S.

Government organization for management of the free Association

relationship be inter-agency in character, in order to reflect this

increased autonomy as well as the continuity of our relationship.

The compact is before the Congress for a second time, and two

factors - the expiration of the Kwajalein lease and Court action on

the nuclear claims - make passage and implementation this year a
crucial matter for the United States. Moreover, failure on our part

to ratify an agreement approved by a solid majority of the

Microneslan people would be profoundly disappolntlng to them and to
their leaders, and could well send them on a path to a different and

less satlsfactory relatlonshlp. We urge your assistance in prompt

approval of the Compact.

Sincerely, /_._w__ /z " "

eln

Donald Paul Hodel

Secretary of the Interior

The }[onorable

Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. ,

_Speaker of the llouse o£ Representatives ............
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U.S. House of Representatives

Committee on Interior
and Insular Affairs
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MORRIS K. UDALL, Ar_omh Chairm_.
JOHN F. SEIBERLING, Ohio
JAMES WEAVER. Oregon
GEORGE MILLER, C_ifomia
PHILIP R. SHARP, Indiana
EDWARD J. MARKEY, MLssachusctts
AUSTIN J. MURPHY, PennwIv_nia
NICK JOE RAHALL II, West Virginia
BRUCE F. VENTO, Minnesota
JERRY HUCKABY, Louisiana
DALE E. KILDEE, Michigan
TONY COELHO, C_ifornia
BEVERLY B. BYRON, ML,'yhnd
RON Da LUGO, Virgin Islands
SAM GEJDENSON, Connecticut
PETER H. KOSTMAYER, Pennsylvania

JIM MOODY, Wisconsin
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, West Virginia
RICHARD H. LEHMAN, California
BILL RICHARDSON, New Mexico
FOFO LF. SUNIA, American Samoa
GEORGE (BUDDY) DARDEN, Georgia
PETER J. VISCLOSKY, lndbma
JAIME B. FUSTER, Puerto Rico
MEL LEVINE, California

DON YOUNG, Ahsk_
Rdnb'ng RepublicanMember

MANUEL LUJAN, Ja.,New Mexico
ROBERTJ. LAGOMAKSINO, C_._lifomia
RON MARLENEE, Montana
DICK CHENEY, Wyoming
CHARLES PASHAYAN, JI., CAlifornia
LARRY CRAIG, Idaho
DENNY SMITH, Oregon
JAMES V. HANSEN. Utah
BILL EMERSON, Missouri

JOHN McCAIN, Arizona
BARBARA F. VUCANOVICH, Nevada
WILLIAM M. HENDON, North Carolina
MICHAEL L. STRANG. Colorado
BEN BLAZ. Guam

JOE BARTON, Tcxats

Representatives Pat Wi[lbuns and Hank Brown
are on leave of absence from r,his Committee during
_rvice on the Budget Committee.


