
FIFTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE
Phone:234-6534/6539

:li I Saipan, CM 96950

_'_ January 6, 1986

! F,i

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
......'_ President of the United States

i. The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I have the honor to transmit herewith a certified copy of Senate Resolution
No. 5-31, entitled, "A SENATE RESOLUTION_UESTING PRESIDENTRONALDREAGAN
TO RESQI...VETHE CONTROVERSY REGARDING THE ISSUANCE OF U.S. PASSPORTS_T_O__THE
Ci-TfZENS O_i_h_E-C-OMMONWEALTH-OF-i'flE-NORTHERN-MAR-IrANA-IST_AN[JS_";_-a-d-optedby
t_h-e-_te- ()n Decomber22-, i 986,-6yaima_oritj}-vo-t-e--o-f-the-membe rs, a quorum
being present, Fifth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature, Second

"_-- Regular Session, 1986.

rel y yours,
, _L__

ig

Attachment



FIFTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE
Phone:234-6534/6539
Saipan, CM 96950
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! Phone: 6534/6539

January 6, 1986

_ The Honorable Richard T. Montoya
,;'_ ,! Assistant Secretary Territorial and

• International Affairs
United States Department of Interior
Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Honorable Montoya:

I have the honor to transmit herewith a certified copy of Senate Resolution
No. 5-31, entitled, "A SENATE RESOLUTION REQUESTINGPRESIDENTRONALDREAGAN
TO RESOLVETHE CONTROVERSYREGARDINGTHE IS'SUANCEOF U.S. PASSPORTSTO THE
CITIZENS OF THE COMMONWEALTHOF THE NORTHERNMARIANA ISLANDS.", adopted by
the Senate on December 22, 1986, by a majority vote of the members, a quorum
being present, Fifth Northern _rianas Commonwealth Legislature, Second

• Regular Session, 1986.

i_kce r el y yours,

\ Senate Clerk "_

At tachme nt
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S.R. NO. 5-31

_ • , J !
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FIFTH NORTHERNMARIANASCOMMONWEALTIILEGISLATURE

,_,_,_. SECONDREGULARSESSION, 1986

A SENATERESOLUTION

REQUESTINGPRESIDENTRONALDREAGANTO RESOLVETHE CONTROVERSY
REGARDINGTHE ISSUANCEOF U.S. PASSPORTSTO THE CITIZENS OF
THE COMMONWEALTHOF THE NORTHERNMARIANAISLANDS.

Offered by Senators Manuel P. Villagomez, Benjamin T. Manglona, Jose P. Mafnas_

Herman M. Man_lona, Joseph S. Inos and Juan N. Babauta

Date: November 25, 1986

SENATEACTION

Adopted: Decenber 22, 1986

Senate Legi sl ative Secretary



FIFTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE
Phone:234-6534/6539

Saipan, CM 96950

•ii Phone: 6534/6539

CERTIFICATION

S.R. NO. 5-31

We hereby certify that the foregoing Senate Resol ution

was adopted by the Senate of the Fifth Northern Marianas

CommonwealthLegislature, Second Regular Session, 1986,

by the unanimous vote of the members, a quorum being

present.

(SEN.) JULJA_ S. CALVO

_of the Sena?e

Senate Legislative Secretary



MARIANASCOMVO_EALTHLEGISLATURE SENATERESOLUTIONNO. 5-31FIFTH NORTHERN

SECONDREGULARSESSION 1986

A SENATERESOLUTION

Requesting President Ronald Reagan to resolve the controversy
regarding the issuance of U.S. passports to the citizens of the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

1 WHEREAS,the people of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana

2 Islands, in a United Nations observed plebiscite, voted overwhelmingly

3 to approve the Covenant To Establish A Commonwealth of the Northern

4 _riana Islands In Political Union with the United States of America

5 IThe "Covenant") ; and

6 WHEREAS,the Covenant was approved by the U.S. Congress and the

7 President of the United States resulting in the partial implementation

8 of United States Public Law 94-241 effective in Janua_ 1978; and

9 WHEREAS,on November 4, 1986, President Ronald Reagan issued a

i0 Proclamation declaring the Covenant to be in full force and effect; and

11 WHEREAS,the people of the Northern Marianas have _ited n_ny years

12 for this declaration and for the fulfillment of their dreams to become

13 members of the American political family; and

14 WHEREAS,the U.S. Passport Team in Saipan, based on the U.S. State

15 Department's interpretation of the Covenant and the U.S. laws, require

16 that both parents of a child born in the Northern Mariana Islands must

17 have been citizens of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands ("T.T.

18 citizens") in order for their children to be eligible for U:S. passports;

19 and



1 WHEREAS,the additionalrequirementsimposedby the U.S, Passport

2 Team to accountfor the periodsof residencyin the NorthernMarianasof

3 thoseT.T. citizenswho are applyingfor U.S. passportsimposean

4 unnecessary, costly and time consuming process for these applicants; and

5 WHEREAS,such detemination does not take into accountthe unique

6 historicalaspectsthat led to the creationof the U.S. Commonwealthof

7 the NorthernMariana Islandsfrom part of the Trust Territoryof the

8 PacificIslands,a formerLeagueof Nationsmandateunder Japan priorto

9 WorldWar II; and

10 WHEREAS,the applicationsof many T.T. citizenswho have one parent

11 of foreignancestryhave been deniedby the U.S. PassportTeam;and

12 WHEREAS, a childwho was born in the NorthernMarianaswhose father

13 is a T.T. citizenand whosemother is a U.S. citizenmight be denieda

14 U.S. passport;and

15 WHEREAS, a childwho was born in a U.S. Army Hospitalin West

16 Germanywhose parentsare both T.T. citizensand _ose father was a

17 fonnermember of the UnitedStatesArmy will be denieda U.S. passport;

18 and

19 WHEREAS,theseT.T. citizenshave compliedwith the requiromentsof

20 ArticleIll of the Covenantand have been domiciledin the Northern

21 Marianasor in the UnitedStatesor its territoryand possessions;and

22 WHEREAS,the possibilitythat these T.T. citizensmight not be

23 eligibleto becomeU.S. citizenshave both shockedand made these

24 applicantsdumbfoundedand totallydispleasedwith the U.S. Passport

25 Team's rulings;and
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Senate Resolution No. 5-31

I WHEREAS,on December 8, 1983, President Reagan signed a Proclamation:

2 based on the United States Public Law 98-213, which defined "a citizen of

3 the Northern Mariana Islands" to mean "a citizen of the Trust Territo_

4 of the Pacific Islands and his or her children under the age of eighteen_

5 who does not owe alle._iance to any foreign state and who was'born in the

6 Northern Mariana islands or in the United States or any of its territory

7 or possessions;" and

8 WHEREAS,the intent of the Covenant is ve_ clear and unambiguous

9 and that U.S. Public Law 98-213 clearly shows that the United States

10 Congress intended that only one parent be required to be a T.To citizen

II in order for his or her children to become U.S. citizens; and

12 WHEREAS,it is unfair that a child who was born between the time

13 the Covenant was signed and November 4, 1986, is not aU.S, citizen but

14 if he or she was born after November 4, 1986 of the same parents, he or

15 she will be eligible for a UoS. passport; and

16 WHEREAS, it is also unfair that an illegal alien who crosses the

17 U.S. border and has a child in the United States, the child is a U.S.

18 citizen, but a child who was born in the Commonwealth as described above

19 is not automatically a U.S. citizen; and

20 WHEREAS,an applicant who was born in the Northern Marianas and

21 whose maternal grandfather was a Korean is required to prove that her

22 grandfather has renounced his Korean citizenship before she can be

23 eligible to become a U.S. citizen; now, therefore,

24 BE IT RESOLVEDby the Senate of the Fifth Northern Marianas

25 Cammonwealth Legislature, Second Regular Session, 1986, that President
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Senate Resolution Noo 5m31

I RonaldReaganis respectfullyrequestedto expeditiouslyresolvethe

2 controversyregardingthe issuanceof U.S. passportsto the citizensof

3 the NorthernMarianasso that theycan beccmeU.S. citizens,conferring

4 uponthem theirnew statusas fullmembersof the UnitedStatespolitical

5 family;and

6 BE IT FURTHERRESOLVEDthat the Presidentof the Senateshall

7 certifyand the SenateLegislativeSecretaryshallattestto the adoption

8 hereofand transmitcertifiedcopiesto the HonorableRonaldReagan,

9 Presidentof the UnitedStatesof America;to the HonorableGeorgeBush,

10 Presidentof the U.S. Senate;to the HonorableGeorgeSchultz,Secretary

11 of State;to the HonorableDonaldHodel,Secretaryof Interior;to the

12 HonorableRobertDole,SenateMajorityLeader;to the HonorableRobert

13 C. B_d, SenateMinorityLeader;to the HonorableDanielInouye,U.S.

14 Senatorfrom Hawaii;to the HonorableSparkM. Matsunaga,U.S. Senator

15 from Hawaii;to the HonorableThomasP. O'neil,Jr., Speakerof the

16 U.S. Houseof Representative;to the HonorableJim Wright,House

17 MajorityLeader;to the HonorableRobertMichel,House MinorityLeader;

18 to the HonorableDanielAkaka,U.S. CongressmanfromHawaii;to the

19 HonorableRichardT. Montoya,AssistantSecretaryof Interiorfor

20 Territorialand InternationalAffairs;to the HonorableBen Blaz,Guam's

21 Representativeto the U.S. Congress;to the HonorablePedroP. Tenorio,

22 Governorof the Commonwealthof the NorthernMarianaIslands;to the

23 HonorablePedroA. Tenorio,Lt. Governorof the Comn_nwealthof the

24 NorthernMarianaIslands;to the HonorableFroilanC. Tenorio,Northern

25 MarianasWashingtonRepresentative;to the HonorableJose R. Lifoifoi,
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_,_ Senate Resolution No. 5-31

1 Speaker of the Commonwealthof the Northern Mariana Islands House of

2 Representative;

3 and to the Mayors of Saipan, Tinian, Rota and the Northern Islands.

1 4

" " Adopted: December 22, 1986

ATTEST:

_xJUL IAN S_CALVO

_t of the Senate Senate Legislative Secretary
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S.R. NO. 5-31

,I ' !

"_', FIFTH NORTHERNMARIANASCOMMONWEALTHLEGISLATURE

SECONDREGULARSESSION, 1986

'llt ' _I

A SENATERESOLUTION

REQUESTINGPRESIDENTRONALDREAGANTO RESOLVETHE CONTROVERSY
REGARDINGTHE ISSUANCEOF U.S. PASSPORTSTO THE CITIZENS OF
THE COMMONWEALTHOF THE NORTHERNMARIANAISLANDS.

Offered by Senators Manuel P. Villagomez, Benjamin T. Manglona_ Jose P. Mafnas_

Herman M. Manglona, Joseph S. Inos and Juan N. Babauta

Date: November 25, 1986

SENATEACTION

Adopted: DecBnber 22, 1986

SEN._L LAS_)MEZ
Senate Legislative Secretary



i_- ; Phone:234-6534/6.539

• -.'_':!,.,_. ! _ Saipan, CM 96950

! Phone: 6534/6539

CERTIFICATION

S.R. NO. 5-31

.j

We hereby certify that the foregoing Senate Resol ution

was adopted by the Senate of the Fifth Northern Marianas

Commonwealth Legislature, Second Regular Session, 1986,

( by the unanimous vote of the members, a quorum being

present.

f (SEN.) JULIA_xS. CALVO
President o_f the Senate

Senate Legislative Secretary



_ [[' H E W H I T E H O U S E O F F I C E

REFERRAL

FEBRUARY 9, 1987

TO: DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ACTION REQUESTED: .-_

DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY _j

. C

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: _"_.'- o3

ID: 458303 _

f MEDIA: LETTER, DATED JANUARY 6, 1987 _o _
!

_ TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN _

_5
FROM: THE HONORABLE FELIPE Q. ATALIG _u

SENATE CLERK
FIFTH NORTHERN MARIANAS

COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE

SAIPAN CM 96950

SUBJECT: ENCLOSES COPY OF RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE
PRESIDENT TO RESOLVE THE CONTROVERSY

REGARDING THE ISSUANCE OF U.S. PASSPORTS TO

THE CITIZENS OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS i

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDEBSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE

(OR DRAFT) TO:

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

/

_-_ SALLY KELLEY

DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON

PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE


