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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL SA DO Sl
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

AP

&

August 25, 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR JOYCE ZAGORA
Senator Baker's Office

FROM: GRANT S. GREEN, &/

SUBJECT: Information on the Northern Marianas

Per your request of Jim Kelly, attached is some information on
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (NMI). If more
or more specific information is needed, we would be pleased to
obtain it. Our information does not cover the Territory of Guam,

which is separately governed, but is geographically a part of the
same island chain, the Marianas.

NMI's governor is Pete Tenorio, a Republican. Both NMI and Guam
affairs are handled by Interior's Bureau of Territorial and
Insular Affairs.

s

Attachment

Tab A Information on Northern Mariana Islands
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Per your request of Jim Kelly, attached is some information on
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (NMI). If more
or more specific information is needed, we would be pleased to
obtain it. Our information does not cover the Territory of Guam,

which is separately governed, but is geographically a part of the
same island chain, the Marianas.

NMI's governor is Pete Tenorio, a Republican. Both NMI and Guam

affairs are handled by Interior's Bureau of Territorial and
Insular Affairs.
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August 25, 1987

FOR DORIS LOVETT

.iFROM JOHN TUCK

Attached is the first information we have received on the

Northern Mariana Islands. A map of the Islands is forthcoming.
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UNITED STATES EXTERNAL TERRITORIES

Northern Mariana Islands

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

Introductory Survey

Location, Climate, Language, Religion, Flag, Capital

The Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands comprises 16
islands (all the Marianas except Guam) in the western Pacific
Ocean, about 5,300 km (3,300 miles) west of Honolulu (Hawaii).
The temperature normally ranges between 24°C and 30°C in
June-November, but is generally cooler and drier from December
to May. The average annual rainfall is about 2,000 mm. English is
the official language. T'hgrgopulation is predominantly Christian,
mainly Roman Catholic. The national fiag of the United States of
America (q.v.) is used by the Northern Mariana Islands. Six islands,
including the three largest (Saipan, Tinian and Rota), are inhabited;
the principal settlement and the administrative centre are on

Saipan.

Recent History

The islands which comprise the Northern Mariana Islands were
first sighted by Europeans during the 1520s, and were claimed for
Spain in 1565. They were sold to Germany in 1898, but control was
transferred to Japan, which had taken the islands from Germany
in 1914, by the e of Nations in 1921. The USA captured
Sa:;f)an and Tinian from the Japanese after fierce fighting in 1944,
and the Northern Mariana Islands became a part of the %S Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands (q.v.) in 1947.

In June 1975 the Northern Mariana Islands voted for separate
status as a US commonwealth territory, and in March 1976 Presi-
dent Ford signed the Northern Marianas Commonwealth Covenant.
In October 1977 President Carter approved the constitution of the
Northern Mariana Islands, which provides that, from January 1978,
the former Marianas District is internally self-governing. In Decem-

Education

Information on education in the Northern Mariana lslands
included in that applying to the Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands (see p. 3053).
Tourism

Tourism is an important industry in the Northern Mariana Islands,
A new resort was to be constructed at Lalau Beach, Saipan, in 188¢
at a cost of US $115m. Most of the islands’ hotels are Japaneee.
owned, and 80% of tourists come from Japan. The islands received
some 163,000 visitors in 1986.

Public Holidays

1987: 1 January (New Year's Day), 16 February (for Geo
Washington's Birthday), 25 May (Memorial Day), 4 July (US
Independence Day), 7 September (Labor Day), 26 Novembeg
(Thanksgiving Day), 25 December (Christmas Day).

1988: 1 January (New Year’s Day), 15 February (for
Washington's Birthday), 23 May (Memorial Day), 4 July ?ﬂg
Independence Day), 5 September (Labor Day), 24° Novem
(Thanksgiving Day), 25 December (Christmas Day). . S

Weights and Measures

With certain exceptions, the imperial ‘system is in force. One Us i

billion equals 1,000 million; one US cwt equals 100 Ib; one long ton
equals 2,240 1b; one short ton equals 2,000 1b. A policy of gradual
voluntary conversion to the metric system is being encouraged by
the federal government.

Currency and Exchange Rate

A

o i
KA PN
‘ . i Europa Yearbook, 1987 %
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ber 1977 elections were held for a bicameral legislature, a governor ; . _ 1
and a lieutenant-governor. In July 1984 it was reported that US gmhted St._ates currency: 100 cents= 1 U§ dollar. ;
President Reagan had signed a proclamation giving residents of the x¢ angel'rate (31 December 1986): A
Northern Mariana Islands a broad range of civil and political rights £1 sterling = US $1.4825. ‘5
in the USA, including eq]ua] employment opportunities within the P
fegiflrlal %ovemment:rcivi service and all'me forces. Negotiations o
with landowners on Tinian were taking place in 1984 over the terms ictt : -
g{ use ll;g' t.h; US Government of land for military Rt;rposes. In StatlStlcal Survey ¢
ovember 1986 a proclamation issued by President Reagan con- AREA AND POPULATION \3?

ferred US citizenship on the residents of the islands.

Government

Legislative authority is vested in the Northern Marianas Common-
wealth Legislature, a bicameral body consisting of a Senate and a
House of Representatives. There are nine senators elected for
four-year terms and 14 members of the House of Representatives
elected for two-year terms. Executive authority is vested in the
Governor, who is elected by popular vote.

Economic Affairs
Vegetables, beef and pork are the principal commodities exported

" by the Northern Mariana Islands. Agriculture is concentrated in

smallholdings, imgortant crops being coconuts, breadfruit, toma-
toes and melons. Cattle-ranching was established on Tinian during
the 1960s. Small-scale industry includes handicrafts and the pro-
cessing of fish and copra. Tourism is an important industry, employ-
ing about 10% of the work-force. The islands were to receive
Ug $14m. in direct aid for each of the seven years after 1978, and
additional income comes from US federal welfare and development
programmes. A new aid programme, amounting to US $228m., was
un%gerr consideration in 1986. In 1986 a commission was established
to examine the possibility of transferring selected government
operations to the private sector, inan attempt to reduce government
expenditure and increase efficiency.

Transport and Communications

Saipan, Tinian and Rota are well served by roads. There is an
international ajx:Fort on Saipan, and Tinian, Rota and Pagan each
has an airstrip. The Territory’s principal seaport is on Saipan.

Social Welfare

Information on social welfare in the Northern Mariana Islands is
included in that applying to the Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands (see p. 3053).

Area: 471 sq km (Saipan 122 sq km, Tinian 101 sq km, Rota 83
8q km). :

Population (1985): 19,635 (Saipan 17,182, Tinian 928, Rota 1
Northern islands 118). A

FINANCE .

Currency and Exchange Rates: 100 cents = 1 United States
dollar (US $). Coins: 1, 5, 10, 25 and 50 cents; 1 dollar. Notes: 1, 2,
5, 10, 20, 50 a_nd 100 dollars. Sterling Equivalent (31 Decemi)u
1986): £1 sterling = US $ 1.4825; US $100 = £67.45. .

Budget (1987, US $ million): Expenditure 70.6.

EXTERNAL TRADE
1984: Exports: vegetables 125,844 lb; beef and pork 313,822 lb.

TOURISM
Visitors (1986): 163,000.

(For other ﬁgmes. see the chapter on the Trust Terri@w of the
Pacific Islands.)

Directory

The Government
(May 1986)
Governor: Pepro P. TENORIO.
Lieutenant-Governor: PEpro A. TENORIO.

GOVERNMENT OFFICES
All Government offices are on Saipan.
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Legislature

egislative authority is vested in the Northern Marianas Common-
ealth Legislature, a bicameral body consisting of a Senate and a
.ouse of Representatives. There are nine senators, elected for
vo- terms, and 15 members of the House of Representatives,
‘octed for two-year terms.

.onate President: JuLien S, CaLvo.

peaker of the House: Jost R. LaFo1 For.

Political Organizations

2. s bofc o
A t l‘s(irty: Saipan; Leader PEpro P. TENORIO.
erritorial Party: Saipan.

Religion
he ﬁopulat.ion is predominantly Christian, mainly Roman
atholic.

CHRISTIANITY
The Roman Catholic Church
ishop of Chalan Kanoa: Mgr Tomas AGuUoN CaMACHO,
ishop’s House, POB 745, Chalan Kanoa, Saipan, CM 96950; tel.
170) 234-8888. C . T -

.- The Press

be Commonwealth Examiner: POB 1074, Saipan, CM 96950;
1979; weekly; English and Chamorro; independent.

{arianas Variety News and Views: POB 231, Saipan, CM
3950; tel. (670) 234-6341; weekly; English and Chamorro; inde-
endent; Mans ABED and Paz Younis; circ. 2,000.

acifica: POB 2143, Saipan. CM 96950; monthly; Editor Mike
{ALONE.

-

Radio and Television

'here were an estimated 10,100 radio receivers in use in 1984 and
n estimated 4,100 television receivers in use in 1985.

RADIO
.tation KCNM-AM: POB 914, San José, Saipan, CM 96950; tel.
570) 234-7239; f. 1984; commercial station owned by Inter-Island
'ommunications Inc.; Gen. Man. Jim E. CAREY.
tation KFBS: POB 209, Saipan, CM 96950; tel. (670) 322-9088;
slex 686; non-commercial station owned by Far East Broadcasting
o; Dir D. CAMPBELL.
itation KSAIL POB 209, Saipan, CM 96950; tel. (670) 234-6521;
alex 686; f. 1978; non-commercial station owned by Far East
roadcasting Co; Man. D. CAMPBELL.

TELEVISION
aipan Cable TV System: POB 1015, Saipan, CM 96950; tel.
i70) 234-6629; telex 644; 15-channel commercial station br_oad-
asting 24 hours a day; US programmes and local and international
ews; 3,000 subscribers; Gen. Man. Dan A. JONEs.

Northern Mariana Islands

Finance

BANKING

Bank of Guam (USA): POB 678, Saipan, CM 96950; tel. (670)
234-6801; Man. Epwarp B. PaLAcIOS; brs on Tinian and Rota.

936‘9I5‘0k qf Hawaii (USA): POB 566, Nauru Bldg, Saipan, CM

Bank of Saipan: Saipan.

California First Bank (USA): Saipan, CM 96950.

First Savings and Loan Asscn of America (USA): POB 324,
Beach Rd, Chalan Kanoa, Saipan, CM 96950.

INSURANCE
Micronesian Insurance Underwriters: POB 206, Saipan, CM
96950; telex 724253.
The New Zealand Insurance Co Ltd (Microl Corporation):
POB 267, Saipan, CM 96950; tel. (670) 234-56913; telex 613; gener.
agents.
ToKio Marine and Fire Insurance Co: POB 168, Saipan, CM
96950; telex 724253.

Trade and Industry

CO-OPERATIVES-

The Mariana Islands Co-operative Association,»Rota‘Producérs and
- Tinian Producers Association operate in the islands. .

Transport
SHIPPING

Saipan Shipping Co: POB 8, Saipan, CM, 96950; weekly service
from Guam to Saipan and Tinian, and service to Micronesia and
the Far East.

Nauru Pacific Line operates a regular container service from Mel-
bourne (Australia) to Saipan and the Trust Ten'itorg, Micronesia
Transport Line operates a service to Saipan from Sydney (Aus-
tralia), Palau, Yap and Guam, en route to Truk and Pohnpei, and
Kyowa Line vessels call at Saipan en route from Hong Kong, -
Taiwan, the Republic of Korea, Japan and Guam to the Trust
Territory. Additional cargo services are provided by Daiwa Line
vessels and the Philippines, Micronesia and Orient Navigation Co.

CIVIL AVIATION

Air Micronesia Inc: POB 298, Saipan, CM 96950; tel. (670)
234-6491; telex 0674402; f.1966; owned by United Micronesia

- Development Association, Continental Airlines and Aloha Airlines;

3041

rovides internal and some external services; Pres. GEORGE A.
ARDE; Chair. CARLTON SKINNER; Gen. Man. Danier: H. Pursk;
fleet of 2 Boeing 727-200, 2 Boeing 727-100C and 1 727-100.

Tourism

Marianas Visitors Bureau: POB 861, Saipan, CM 96950; tel.
(670) 234-8327; telex 676; f. 1976; responsible for co-ordinating the
development of tourism in the Northern Mariana Islands; Man. Dir
J. M. GUERRERO.
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