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National Conference of State Legislatures :- ' " ......

444 North Capitol Street, N.W_'. ? 'it President. IrvingJ. StoIberg w:,.. Executive Director
Suite500 -- " .':". Speaker " ,';,: _ " ' ..... Willi._aL-n..,T.pouod
Washington,D.C. 20001 .... Houseof Representatives ] _ -
202/624-5400 Connecticut ....

•,..: .October23, 1987

l

'_,'..:;PresidentRonald Reagan
'::. .The White House

w_: 1600 PennsylvaniaAvenue,NW
, ..'-.;,_.11 Washington,DC

--............ Dear President Reagan: "... . .

. ....'-.....::'.On behalf'.ofthe NationalConferenceof:StateLegislatures,Iam forwarding-to
'i_•!::i./•.',:- !":y.ouan.•e_o fc-a-new]y-a.d_0pt.e_d._oP_Olj.CY.;_U_r_nqress!L:t_°c__,;",:
' i-i:::'.:.., -."::_.::citi zens-Of U. S.-.terri tori es: to .vot_:jn _p.r.esj.de_.,_oi:.aJ_cl_on__sv:;:,Thi s::pol Icy
'-"_:!:._,"-_.:::.":',:i_=_h-e_Tri'_1_. b_gt_t e-_ _i sl ators':':iattending:,Our'annual meeting
.:':..,. .,in July 1987. - : ";. ... : -_.--" -....... :

'_ . .:'House.JointResolution 217,which has been,refer;_,edto,the.Judiciary:
:/' " 2.. ".Committee, calls..for a consolidated amendment .wh'ich would'grant Icitizens
:.:._)". ,voting.rightsin presidentialelections."I urge/the..Committeeto:conduct
, j_: .._._,.hearingson HJR 217 as expeditiouslyas.,possible:,,and.encourageits p_.ssagein
"-;, ; ..../:,both housesduring the 100th Congress. " -

:"-:;-::;;'.":' Thankyou foryour consideration, i
_I ":::'"' - " ' " " " ':" ""

'_....... .-- " Sincerely,

_,-.." . .Tom'Loftus.F -_ ..
._.• -Speaker,Wisconsin

. ...,: Assembly

.,....;,...... Chair:," NCSL State-Federal
-; -.. ,_sse,!,,,j . : .
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!
I

i'. ....

/
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NationalConferenceof StateLegislatures
i,

OFFICIAL POLICY

;._

':i_iii:_;' INTERNATIONALTRADE

_,.,._:-,_:._:: Appointmentof Electorsby the Territories

The Constitutionof the United States requiresequal protectionunder the
Iaw.

The twenty-thirdarticleof amendmentto the Constitutionof the United
States enabled the people of the Districtof Columbia to vote for the
Presidentand the Vice Presidentof the United States.

Citizensof the United States who relocate from any of the fifty states
to any of the American territorieslose their constitutionalright to vote for
the two highestpublic offices in the nation./

American citizenswho are residentsof the American territoriesare

( denied equal protectionand are thus discriminatedagainst as a result of
.__ being denied the franchiseto vote in the national electionsof the United

States.

Americansliving in foreign countriesare not denied the right to vote
for Presidentand Vice Presidentof the United States.

One hundred and eighteenmembers of the United States House of
RepresentativesintroducedHouse Joint Resolution217, which proposesan
amendmentto the Constitutionof the United States to providefor the
appointmentof electorsof Presidentand Vice Presidentof the United States
by the Virgin Islandsof the United States,American Samoa, Guam, and the
Commonwealthof the NorthernMariana Islands.

House Joint Resolution217 is currentlypending before the United States
House of Representatives'Committeeon the Judiciary.

As American citizensthe residentsof the American territoriesare
entitledto the privilegeof voting in the nationalelectionsof the United
States.

The NationalConferenceof State Legislatureshereby expressesits
supportof House Joint Resolution217, "Proposingan amendmentto the

i Constitutionof the United States to provide for the appointmentof electors
. of Presidentand Vice Presidentby the Virgin Islandsof the United States,

(' American Samoa, Guam, and the Commonwealthof the NorthernMariana Islands,"
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" i._!_-_! and urges all members of the United States Congressto give this pending

_!ii_ .legislationtheir support.

_.E:,_ A copy of this resolutionshall immediatelyupon its passagebe forwarded
,_._,:_, to the Presidentof the United States, the Vice Presidentof the United States
9: as presidingofficerof the United States Senate,the Speakerof the UnitedStates House of Representativesand the members of the United States Senate

_ and House Committeeson the Judiciary.
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_ i_ll_ REFERRAL

. _ r .,'\t •

, _:_,
?_2i, , :

NOVEMBER4, 1987
:_;: TO: DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

• V'! ,_

'" ACTION REQUESTED :

APPROPRIATE ACTION

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 524988

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED OCTOBER 23, 1987

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

I FROM: THE HONORABLE TOM LOFTUS
.... STATE REPRESENTATIVE

CHAIR

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE -

FEDERAL ASSEMBLY
SUITE 500

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON DC 20001

SUBJECT: ENCLOSES COPY OF RESOLUTION, ON BEHALF OF THE

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES,
URGING CONGRESS TO PERMIT CITIZENS OF U.S.

TERRITORIES TO VOTE IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE

(OR DRAFT) TO:

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

( SALLY KELLEY

"-- DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE


