FR A A S

NOV 17 1987

The Honors 31“ T Loftus

Chair, ubqa tata~Federal Agssenbly
Haticnal n e“arce of State lLagislatures
444 ﬁorth CagicUl Strest, H.7.
dashington, De,  z@4al

Dear e, Loftust

President Hesgan has szked that I respond to your latter of
Sctober 23, 1387 veolcing the Hational Conferens ef State
Legislaturas! aunport for allowing Ynited States clitizeng in ths
territoriecz to vote f£or Pregident and Vice President of tae
United States,.

As you know, umier tiae Constituctisn, the political status and
rights of the citizans of tiho terrvitories of the United States
rest solely with the Unilted SHrtatas Congress unless otheresise
delegated, Leglslation whiich would authorize the citlzens of the
territories to vote for ¥resident has heen fregquently introduced,
but never acted upcn,. Such legislation would reguire a
Constitutional aAnendnmsat and approval of tvc-thirdes »f the
LStates. ™

I am unawarse of any Congressional pglang toe held hearings on this
subject in the immejlate future, Should we be called upen by the
Congress for cur visws, w2 will certainly taks the opinion of the
national Conference of &Htate Legislatures into consideratiocn.

Sincersly,

Kittls Baier

Yittie taler
Principal Deputy Asaistant Secretary
Terxitorial and International) affalrs

cc:  Secy Reading/files
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