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CNMI wants o start 902 talks

CNS - Thc CNMI govcm-
ment has requested that the
rc5umpuon of the Covenant

‘negotiations with the U.S.

government start on Saipan s0

.that the new .U.S, reprcsent-

ative could sce first hand some
of the problems being

- experienced in the CNML

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio

- suggested that the meeting

with the new U.S. represent-

“elve, Becky N Dunlep, whe
~Is the Dcpuly Under Scerctary -
of the Interior, be held some-

; ime this month to sctile some
. of the long-standing contro-
: versics such as the tax-exempt
' status of CNMI bond issucs

. and citizenship maticrs.

"The ncgotiations were stalled
' since April of last year with

the rcslgnauon of former

Assistant Sccretary of Interior -

Richard T. Montoya and the
CNMI government has been
waiting for the appointment of

_ areplacement.

", . .The frustration of not
being able to continuc with the

Section 902 consuliations is

fcit not only by myself but our
citizens,” Tenorio stated in his
July 7 letter to Dunlop. A
lawsuit recently has been filed
in the- U.S. District Court
secking a court order requiring
that our prospective represent-
atives meet and continue with
the necgotiations, I hope that
the fact this case is pending

will not dclay any meclings’

between our representatives but
rather by mecting at the casliest
possxble time to set an agenda

has received a letter from

* the U.S. government

|
may make the. lawsuu moot i
‘and tho Commonwealth, as a :
delcndant, could move 1o have ;

_the case dismissed.” !

The Governor said he hopes
the meeting resumces promptly
in order for the consultation
process o fulfill the good faith
promise of the Covenant.

The CNMI was made aware .
- of Dunlop’s appointmeat {rom :
a press rcleasc issucd by the

Dcepantment of Inicrior carlicr
this ycar, The Govemor said he

Durlop July 1 notifying him
of her pending appointment
from the White House, but that
ncither he nor the Licutenant
Governor have received an
official appointment letter from
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